June 21, 2011

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E1135

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

THE SMITHSONIAN FOLKLIFE
FESTIVAL

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to invite my colleagues and mem-
bers of their staffs to attend a free musical
event that will be held this afternoon (Tues-
day, June 21, 2011) from 1:00-2:00 p.m. on
the West Front Lawn of the United States
Capitol. This event will feature music per-
formed by the David Pernell Ensemble as a
preview to the Smithsonian’s annual Folklife
Festival. This year, one of the Folklife Festival
themes is Rhythm and Blues: Tell It Like It Is.

The 2011 Smithsonian Folklife Festival will
celebrate the people and culture of R & B
music in the United States. R & B encom-
passes jump blues, soul, funk and more con-
temporary styles and is recognized throughout
the world as one of the most identifiably Amer-
ican forms of popular music. The Festival pro-
gram will explore the social and cultural his-
tory integral to the development of R & B and
will present not only performances, but also
conversations and discussions with some of
the artists, songwriters, radio personalities,
and others who have worked behind the
scenes to produce the music.

From June 30th—July 4 and from July 7-11,
the Rhythm and Blues: Tell It Like It Is pro-
gram will consist of two large covered stages
on the National Mall and a smaller discussion/
narrative stage, highlighting select styles asso-
ciated with African American urban centers in
the United States. Through performance and
narrative presentations, Festival visitors will
discover exciting connections between dif-
ferent forms of musical performance, social
dance, the recording industry, and broadcast
radio—all of which accompanied and contrib-
uted to shaping the musical heritage of R & B.
The program is being produced in partnership
between the Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife
and Cultural Heritage, the Folklife Festival,
and the National Museum of African American
History and Culture.

| encourage my colleagues and their staff to
take a few minutes and enjoy some great R &
B music today as a preview to the
Smithsonian’s 2011 Folklife Festival.

———

REMEMBERING LAURENCE
BUTLER DILLARD

HON. ERIC CANTOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory and legacy of an individual
that served this body, the Commonwealth of
Virginia and our Nation tirelessly for many,
many years, Mr. Laurence Butler Dillard, who
most of us came to know simply as Larry.

| had the pleasure of meeting Larry many
years ago, during the early days of my own
journey in public service. Larry proudly served
the people of Virginia’s 3d Congressional Dis-
trict in the office of my friend and colleague,
BoBBY ScoTT. With Larry’s passing, Congress-
man SCOTT’s office has lost not just an em-
ployee, but a friend, and | offer my condo-
lences to Representative SCOTT and his entire
staff.

Larry’s quest for knowledge and genuine
appreciation for history, especially Virginia’s
history and culture, was infectious to all that
had the pleasure of interacting with him.

In an environment that is often described as
unyieldingly partisan, Larry’s approach to the
legislative system and constituent service was
indeed refreshing. His unique ability to over-
come differences, backed up by his positive
and enthusiastic personality, bridged the par-
ties together and remains a model for all of
us. And that’'s how Larry was—never deterred,
no issue insurmountable, always finding that
common ground. He devoted his life to the
service of others.

| hope this body will join me in offering sin-
cere condolences to Larry’s wife Sherry, his
son Brandon, his brother Randy, Congress-
man ScoTT and his staff and Larry’s many
family members and friends. Larry Dillard’s
contributions to this institution will always be
remembered.

———

PROCLAMATION FOR COLTON
BULLARD, RECIPIENT OF THE
¢2011 LITTLE LEAGUE INTER-
NATIONAL’S GOOD SPORT OF
THE YEAR AWARD”

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on June 18,
2011, Colton Bullard, from Rye, NH will be re-
ceiving the “2011 Little League International’s
Good Sport of the Year Award.” Colton has
exceptional work ethic and drive as well as a
deep passion for the sport of baseball. His
dedication to his team and to improving his
skills is known and witnessed by all. Colton
not only is a huge asset on the team but he
is the epitome of what this award represents.

This award is a testament to his spirited and
dedicated commitment to the ideals and goals
of the Little League program. Colton has be-
come a true student of the game and is al-
ways listening and learning. Everyone who
knows Colton recognizes his humble and
modest personality and consider him to be the
“pest kid on the field.” He is a shining exam-
ple of all that is positive and beneficial through
participating in Little League.

I congratulate Colton for receiving this
award and for his outstanding sportsmanship.
I wish him the very best in his athletic career
and for a bright future.

IN HONOR OF HENRY L. MEYER III

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Henry L. Meyer Il and his leadership
of KeyCorp on the occasion of his retirement.

Henry L. Meyer began his long career with
KeyCorp in the summer of 1970, when he
worked as a teller. After receiving a Bachelor
of Arts degree in econometrics from Colgate
University in 1972, Mr. Meyer joined KeyCorp,
formerly Society National Bank. In 1978, he
received a Master of Business Administration
degree from Harvard University.

In 1984, Mr. Meyer relocated for his position
with Society National Bank to Dayton, but
moved back to Cleveland in 1987 after being
elected Executive Vice President of Society
Corporation and Senior Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Society National Bank. In 1990, he
was elected as Society National Bank’s Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer, and became
the Chief Executive Officer in 1993. After Soci-
ety National Bank became KeyCorp in 1994,
Mr. Meyer became the Chief Executive Officer
in February of 2001. In May of 2001, he was
elected as KeyCorp’s Chairman of the Board.

In addition to his career, Mr. Meyer is in-
volved in his community. He serves on a num-
ber of civic and cultural boards in the Cleve-
land area, including the Northeast Ohio Coun-
cil on Higher Education, Law Enforcement
Foundation, Inc., ideastream (WVIZ/PBS and
WCPN), United Way of Greater Cleveland,
University School, the Greater Cleveland Part-
nership, University Hospitals Health System,
Inc., and University Hospitals of Cleveland.
Mr. Meyer is also on the Federal Advisory
Council of the Federal Reserve System and
serves as a director of Continental Airlines,
Inc.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor of a hardworking and worthy indi-
vidual, Mr. Henry Meyer. We should reflect on
his good deeds and his admirable work ethic.

THE OFFICIAL FEDERAL HOLIDAY
OF GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
BIRTHDAY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing legislation to reestablish the legal pub-
lic holiday for Washington’s Birthday from the
third Monday of February to the actual date of
George Washington’s birth on February 22.

| have long admired President Washington
and have found inspiration in public service
from studying his life. Unfortunately | have
found that students today have a dearth of
knowledge about our nation’s beginnings and
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the man from Virginia who led the colonies to
form the union known as the United States of
America.

Two-time Pulitzer Prize winning history au-
thor David McCullough recently observed,
“We’'re raising young people who are, by and
large, historically illiterate.” The 2010 National
Assessment of Educational Progress, or Na-
tion’s Report Card, in U.S. history underscores
that concern. Students in grades 4, 8, and 12
participated in the assessment. At each grade,
students responded to questions designed to
measure their knowledge of American history
in the contexts of democracy, culture, techno-
logical and economic changes, and America’s
changing world role. The levels—Basic, Pro-
ficient and Advanced—measure what students
should know and be able to do at each grade
assessed. At all grade levels, less than one-
quarter of students performed at or above the
Proficient level in 2010. Only 20 percent of
fourth-graders, 17 percent of eighth-graders,
and 12 percent of twelfth-graders performed at
or above the Proficient level on the 2010 U.S.
history assessment.

| believe Congress has unwittingly contrib-
uted to this lack of historical understanding by
relegating Washington’s Birthday to the third
Monday of February to take advantage of a
three-day weekend. We need to change the
focus from celebrating sales at the mall to
celebrating the significance of President
Washington’s birth to the birth of our nation.

There is a reason the birthday of President
George Washington is the only legal federal
holiday observed for a president of the United
States. He is called the “father of our country”
because he is without compare in our nation’s
history. We need to reestablish Washington’s
Birthday on the actual date of his birth to
honor his legacy and in doing so call upon
schools across the nation to focus on Wash-
ington as the soldier, legislator, and president
who shepherded our young nation through
war, political turmoil, rebellion and expansion
as no other single individual was capable of
doing.

Washington’s Birthday has been celebrated
since the final days of the Revolutionary War.
French and American troops paraded through
Newport, Rhode Island, in 1781 and celebra-
tions were held in Richmond, Virginia, in 1782.
Organized by French General Rochambeau
and others who knew him personally, these
celebrations drew special attention to the brav-
ery, courage, leadership and perseverance of
the Revolutionary War hero.

From the beginning of our country, the im-
portance of this day has been recognized. As
President James Buchanan said in 1860,
“. . . when the birthday of Washington shall
be forgotten, liberty will have perished from
the earth.” In response, President Rutherford
B. Hayes signed legislation in 1879 that made
Washington’s Birthday a holiday for District
federal workers. The holiday was extended to
all federal workers in 1885.

This legislation | introduce today is not with-
out precedent. In 1975, Congress amended
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act and Presi-
dent Gerald R. Ford signed legislation into law
returning the annual observance of Veterans
Day from the fourth Monday in November to
its original date of November 11, beginning in
1978.

The Uniform Holiday Bill signed in 1968 and
effective in 1971 was intended to ensure
three-day weekends for federal employees by
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celebrating four national holidays on Mondays:
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Vet-
erans Day, and Columbus Day. Originally
called Armistice Day to mark the signing of an
Armistice on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of
the 11th month in 1918 that ended World War
I, the date of November 11 holds historic and
patriotic significance as a day of thanks and
remembrance for all veterans. The law change
brought widespread public protest and 46
states refused to recognize any day other than
November 11 to honor the sacrifice made first
by World War | veterans and subsequently by
all veterans. The restoration of the observance
of Veterans Day to November 11 not only pre-
serves the historical significance of the date,
but helps focus attention on the important pur-
pose of Veterans Day as a celebration to
honor America’s veterans for their patriotism,
love of country, and willingness to serve and
sacrifice for the common good.

Likewise, we need to restore the observ-
ance of Washington’s Birthday to February 22
to preserve the date of his birth for history and
to focus attention on his life of service and
duty to his country. Even George Washing-
ton’s home state of Virginia, where he was
born and raised, which he served in elected
office, where he accepted General Cornwallis’
surrender, and where he is buried, celebrates
Washington’s Birthday in accordance with the
Uniform Monday Holiday Act. | believe all
school children in every state should dedicate
February 22 each year to learning about our
greatest leader, foremost patriot, first president
and the only six-star general in the nation’s
history.

George Washington began his career in
public service in the Virginia militia, eventually
promoted to Colonel in command of the Vir-
ginia Regiment. He served as a voluntary
aide-de-camp to British General Edward Brad-
dock as part of the ill-fated Monongahela ex-
pedition before resigning his commission in
1759 and returning to Mount Vernon.

His military career earned him a seat in the
Virginia House of Burgesses representing
Frederick County, Virginia. The 10th Congres-
sional District, which | currently represent, in-
cludes the City of Winchester, where the build-
ing that housed his office still stands. In 1774,
Washington was a natural selection to be one
of Virginia’s representatives at the First Conti-
nental Congress. During the Second Conti-
nental Congress in 1775, he was unanimously
chosen to lead the Continental Army and sub-
sequently led a team of young officers through
eight years of war against the most powerful
military in the world. Perhaps Washington’s
greatest accomplishment during the Revolu-
tionary War was building a professional army
and keeping it together during long stretches
of inactivity.

After the peace treaty was signed in Paris in
1783, Washington set perhaps one of the
most important precedents in our history.
When he resigned his commission in the Con-
tinental Army, Washington made it clear that
the military was subordinate to the civil gov-
ernment. Washington had gone to great
lengths to observe this subordination during
the war years, and made sure that this act so-
lidified its importance. Desiring simply to retire
in peace to Mount Vernon, Washington volun-
tarily handed over the reins of power to the
elected legislature.

But despite his desire to stay a private cit-
izen, he left Mount Vernon in 1787 to serve as
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the president of the Constitutional Convention
because he felt that his country needed him.
The power of his presence was perhaps the
single most important factor in bridging the di-
vide between the disparate interests of the
newly created states. Through eight years of
war and the voluntary relinquishment of
power, the American people and his peers
trusted Washington, noting that if he sup-
ported the new Constitution, it was worthy of
adoption. This trust overcame the objections
of many who continued to have problems with
the document until passage of the Bill of
Rights.

After the Constitutional Convention ad-
journed, Washington again made plans to per-
manently leave public life. But as he closely
monitored the ratification process at Mount
Vernon between 1787 and 1788, Washington
became resigned to the fact that he was the
only person that could hold the new union to-
gether. Washington moved to New York to
take the position of chief executive after he re-
ceived word that he had been unanimously by
the Electoral College. To this day, Washington
is the only president to be elected unani-
mously, first in 1789 and again in 1792.

Perhaps most importantly, Washington set
the precedent of presidents serving a max-
imum of two terms. This precedent was fol-
lowed by the following 31 presidents, until
Franklin Roosevelt won a third term in 1940
and a fourth term in 1944. It is important to
understand that historically, most victorious
revolutionary generals grabbed as much
power as possible and served as long as they
possibly could. Washington, whose devotion to
serving his country was only outdone by his
love of his family, broke with this dubious tra-
dition and began 219 years of peaceful transi-
tions of power.

President Washington exemplifies the best
that America and Americans have to offer the
world; principled leadership, personal bravery,
a sense of duty and public service, patriotism,
recognition of our unique role in world history,
and a reverence for his Creator. His enduring
service deserves to be remembered on his ac-
tual birthday.

This legislation is supported by George
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate and its ex-
ecutive director James Rees. A copy of his let-
ter appears below.

Mr. Speaker, it is only right that we hold
February 22 as a date of reverence to com-
memorate the unique person without whom
the tide of American history may well have
taken a different turn. | urge my colleagues to
join in cosponsoring this legislation to forever
honor President George Washington’s Birth-
day.

GEORGE WASHINGTON’S
MOUNT VERNON,
Mount Vernon, VA, June 21, 2011.
Hon. FRANK WOLF,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN WOLF: I would like to
thank you for introducing legislation to re-
store the nation’s official observance of
George Washington’s Birthday to February
22, the actual date of his birth 279 years ago.
We are writing today in strong and enthusi-
astic support of your efforts.

Today many states, the media, advertisers
and the general public have abandoned rec-
ognition of Washington’s Birthday and re-
placed it with a commercial ‘‘shopping holi-
day’’ that leaves American history and patri-
otism by the side of the road. The holiday
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was far more meaningful when it revolved
around George Washington, and schools were
able to focus on his sterling example of char-
acter and leadership. We look forward to the
day, when once again, February 22 is marked
by patriotic festivities and lessons about the
life of George Washington, which can teach
and inspire American leaders of today and
tomorrow.

As our nation’s foremost founding father,
Washington is relevant to each new genera-
tion because his prominent character
traits—undaunted courage, unabashed patri-
otism, reasoned judgment, a profound sense
of civic responsibility, and a deep, selfless
commitment to country—mever go out of
style. Educating the children of America
about the life and leadership of George Wash-
ington is an important investment in the fu-
ture of our nation.

Your efforts are particularly important be-
cause as noted author and historian David
McCullough has said many times, we are
“‘raising a generation of historically illit-
erate children.” Surveys and focus groups
over the years tell us that most Americans—
particularly young Americans—know the
face of Washington because they see it every
day on their dollars and quarters, but they
don’t know much more about him.

Why should we be concerned? Because
George Washington was the most important,
the most effective, the most powerful leader
of our nation’s founding era, and the shining
example of his life is needed today more than
ever.

To those like you who know and respect
George Washington, it is crystal clear that
many today have drifted so far from his
standards of leadership that there is a real
cause for concern for the future of our na-
tion. We believe that George Washington is
the best example of leadership and character
the nation has ever known; therefore, it is
our duty, our responsibility and our privilege
to teach today’s leaders and young people
about George Washington’s leadership with
the hope that they will follow in his foot-
steps. Your legislation will be a significant
step in that direction.

For example, a most compelling lesson for
young people today is that George Wash-
ington served in the three most important
leadership roles in the founding era. Quite
remarkably, the Father of our Country was
selected for each of these jobs unanimously,
and, contrary to the common practice of the
day, he gave up power and walked away from
each of the positions despite strong support
for him not to do so.

First, as Commander-in-Chief of the Conti-
nental Army, he surmounted incredible odds,
never took a day off in eight years of battle,
and emerged victorious. But perhaps Wash-
ington’s greatest moment came when he
halted an attempt by his officers to over-
throw the civilian government and make
him king. He then resigned from the mili-
tary entirely and returned to his life as a
farmer at Mount Vernon.

With this resignation, Washington actually
established a new definition of power. Before
George Washington the road map was for
great leaders to gain as much power as pos-
sible and keep it. But Washington truly be-
lieved in the concept of liberty—where the
power rests with the people. He taught the
world how to relinquish power—what an im-
portant lesson for the leaders of today.

Less than four years after his return to
Mount Vernon, Washington was drafted to be
President of the Constitutional Convention—
because only he could bring the delegates to-
gether. He was elected as our first President
and after serving two terms—he exited. He
could have been elected again and again but
he peacefully transferred power dem-
onstrating that democracy really works.
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Celebration of George Washington’s Birth-
day on February 22 will help restore the posi-
tion of the Father of Our Country as “First
in War, First in Peace, and First in the
Hearts of his Countrymen,” as Light-Horse
Harry Lee said so many years ago. George
Washington’s sterling example of character
and leadership provides the opportunity to
refresh and inspire our country as we face
formidable challenges both at home and
abroad.

Sincerely,
JAMES C. REES,
President.

—————

IN HONOR OF JAMES H. TROUT

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor James H. Trout who is being honored
as a 2011 Father of the Year by the Father's
Day Council of Northeastern Ohio and the
American Diabetes Association.

Mr. Trout is the Executive Vice President of
Acme Fresh Market Stores, serving on its
Board of Directors and its Executive Com-
mittee. He has been with Acme Stores since
1973, working in a number of different capac-
ities in increasingly important roles, serving as
Director of General Merchandise, Senior Di-
rector of Merchandising, and Vice President of
Sales and Merchandising.

Mr. Trout and his wife, Debbie, are the
proud parents of two children—Jennifer, 31,
and Jeff, 29—and one grandchild. Jim and
Debbie currently reside in Suffield, where they
are active in their community. Mr. Trout,
former President of the Suffield Jaycees, also
serves as a trustee for the F.W. Albrecht Fam-
ily Foundation.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring James H. Trout, a hardworking
and industrious man, and a wonderful hus-
band, father and grandfather, on the occasion
of his recognition as Father's Day Council’s
Father of the Year 2011.

————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MS. CONNIE FERRIS BAILEY

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career and achievements of Ms.
Connie Ferris Bailey, Executive Director of
Operation Fresh Start, OFS, as she retires
from her esteemed position after 34 years of
service.

OFS was founded in 1970 and provides
young offenders and high school dropouts with
opportunities to learn basic work skills, pre-
pare for high school equivalency exams, and
secure  employment.  Furthermore, OFS
stresses the importance of giving back to the
community by renovating housing into safe,
energy-efficient, affordable homes for low-in-
come families. Over the past forty years OFS
has built over 215 quality homes.

It is undoubtedly because of Connie’s tire-
less leadership and energy that OFS is what
it is today. In 1979, three years after joining
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OFS, Connie assumed the role of Executive
Director. Under her tutelage OFS expanded
annual enrollment to over 150 youth and fo-
cused on helping participants achieve self-suf-
ficiency and become contributing citizens of
the community. Connie’s dedication to building
a sustainable future and continuing Wiscon-
sin’s proud environmental legacy led OFS to
begin providing conservation and stewardship
services in and around Dane County in 1980.
Additionally, since 2005, OFS builds new
homes to meet or exceed Wisconsin Energy
Star standards.

Connie transformed lives of at-risk youth in
Madison, Dane County, and across Wisconsin.
To date, OFS has served over 7,000 people.
Eighty-five percent of participants are between
the ages of 16—24 and 80 percent complete
the goals of the program. Studies show that
an astounding 60—65 percent of graduates re-
main self-sufficient. These numbers only begin
to explain why the OFS model that Connie
helped shape is so successful. It is not sur-
prising that, in 1998, then Governor Tommy
Thompson was eager to work with Connie to
establish Wisconsin Fresh Start, WFS, a net-
work of non-profit agencies operating under
the OFS model that provide services aimed at
increasing self-esteem and self-sufficiency of
troubled youth. Today, WFS includes 9 agen-
cies in 12 communities around the state and
OFS continues to provide technical assistance
to WFS.

Over the years, Connie held every employ-
ment title within OFS, highlighting how vital
each position is to the program’s overall suc-
cess. It is an understatement to say that
Connie has been and forever will be an invalu-
able asset to OFS and our community as a
whole. Her emphasis on the value of hard
work, respect, and self-worth and her recogni-
tion of potential in each and every person
makes her an inspirational role model. Thank-
fully, although Connie is retiring, she will con-
tinue to provide essential technical assistance
to new Youthbuild USA programs throughout
the Midwest. People like Connie and programs
like Operation Fresh Start are yet another rea-
son | am so proud to represent the Second
Congressional District of Wisconsin. | join
those across Wisconsin, the Midwest, and our
great Nation in thanking Ms. Connie Ferris
Bailey for her lifetime of service.

————

CONGRATULATING GEORGE DAW-
SON MIDDLE SCHOOL ON BEING
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE
NATION’S TOP 100 SCHOOLS TO
WATCH

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride and pleasure that | rise today to
recognize and congratulate George Dawson
Middle School in Southlake, TX for being rec-
ognized as one of the Nation’s Top 100
Schools to Watch. George Dawson was cho-
sen for its academic excellence, develop-
mental responsiveness to students and ability
to provide students with the resources, teach-
ers and support they need.

Sponsored by The National Forum To Ac-
celerate Middle Grades Reform, the Schools
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to Watch program looks at schools that have
the whole picture of education. After a written
application is approved, state teams observe
schools and conduct numerous interviews.
Those who pass expectations are then ap-
proved to be Schools to Watch for three
years. High-performing teachers, strong lead-
ership, and a commitment to bring about con-
tinuous improvement are but a few of the strict
criteria George Dawson met to receive this
prestigious honor.

Educational success is the result of many
factors, including hard work, innovation and a
supportive community. | am proud to represent
such a community, and especially a school
that is reaching and surpassing all expecta-
tions. On behalf of the 24th Congressional
District of Texas, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating George Dawson Middle
School on its recognition as one of America’s
Top 100 Schools to Watch.

————

IN HONOR OF KENNETH A. LANCI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Kenneth A. Lanci who is being honored
as a 2011 Father of the Year by the Father’s
Day Council of Northeastern Ohio and the
American Diabetes Association.

Mr. Lanci, Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Consolidated Graphics Group, Inc.,
is also the Chairman of Project Love and Pur-
ple America. While Consolidated Graphics,
Inc. is a leader in graphic art technology, Pur-
ple America is a leader in uniting Americans
through shared values. Its mission is to create
new forums to share beliefs, engage young
people in meaningful dialogue, and connect all
Americans through shared American ideals.
Purple Love is a character-building program
that has trained thousands of American teens
and their educators to build a culture of kind-
ness, caring and respect in their schools.

Mr. Lanci has also brought OneSight to
Cleveland’s Municipal School District, a non-
profit organization which has given free eye
exams and eye glasses to thousands of chil-
dren in the area.

Mr. Lanci’'s good work extends to his family
as well. Mr. Lanci is a devoted husband to his
high school sweetheart, father to his three
children, and grandfather to his six grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Kenneth Lanci, a man of great
honor and spirit, a wonderful husband, father
and grandfather, on the occasion being recog-
nized as Father's Day Council’'s Father of the
Year 2011.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE DALLAS
HISPANIC YOUTH INSTITUTE

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 21, 2011
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the out-
standing students who are participating in this
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week’s Dallas Hispanic Youth Institute. Each
year, the Hispanic College Fund hosts this
empowerment event to help inspire Hispanic
high school students in the Dallas-Fort Worth
Metroplex to overcome barriers to higher edu-
cation and pursue careers that only a college
education can provide.

By attending the Hispanic Youth Institute,
these students have shown their desire to
continue their educational attainment and
taken proactive steps to achieve those
dreams. Despite being the largest minority
group in the United States, Hispanics have the
lowest rate of higher education completion. As
the Hispanic population in Texas and through-
out the United States continues to grow, en-
suring opportunities and success for all is es-
sential to our economy and welfare. We can-
not continue to compete globally as a country
if we let millions of bright minds slip through
the cracks.

The Hispanic Youth Institute connects dis-
advantaged Hispanic high school students
with local Hispanic professionals, college ad-
missions officers, mentors, and other inspira-
tional speakers. By providing informational
seminars at on-campus settings, the Hispanic
Youth Institute helps students build confidence
and receive practical tools to help achieve a
pathway to college.

Many of the students at this week’s His-
panic Youth Institute will become the first per-
son in their family to attend and complete col-
lege. This is an important step for these young
people, as well as the next generation who will
look towards their example. They will become
the role models of tomorrow, and | hope that
this week’s event will inspire them to give
back.

| would like to recognize the Social Security
Administration for its commitment to vol-
unteerism at the Hispanic Youth Institute
under the direction of Raul Garduno. Addition-
ally, I'd like to recognize Raul Magdaleno and
all of the other individuals who have worked to
make the Hispanic Youth Institute a success.
Raul Magdaleno is the Chair of the Dallas His-
panic Youth Institute and has served as a key
advocate for the program and Hispanic stu-
dents since its inauguration in 2009. Each
year, Raul inspires students through his story
of overcoming extreme adversities to obtain a
higher education by teaching students that the
“number one ticket we have to fight poverty is
education.”

| am confident that this year's Dallas His-
panic Youth Institute will be a great success,
and wish the 200 student participants best
wishes in their studies and attaining their
goals.

———

IN HONOR OF MR. BRIAN E. HALL
AND MR. WILLIAM D. HALL

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. William D. Hall and Mr. Brian E.
Hall who are being honored as a 2011 Father
of the Year by the Father's Day Council of
Northeastern Ohio and the American Diabetes
Association. This father-son duo demonstrates
the long-lasting, positive effect that one father
can have on another.
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Mr. William D. Hall is the founder of Hall’s
Trucking, which later became Industrial Trans-
port, Inc. and later, Industrial Inventory Solu-
tions. He also founded the Holly Development
Company. Mr. Hall has been active in public
policy as well as redeveloping neighborhoods.
Despite Mr. Hall’s many successful endeavors,
his greatest source of pride remains his two
children and ten grandchildren.

Mr. Brian E. Hall is the son of William D.
Hall. He is the current Chairman and CEO of
Industrial Inventory Solutions, where he has
helped the business grow into a national com-
prehensive logistics firm. Mr. Hall also holds
many other positions, including Secretary and
Governance Chairman for the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame, Chairman of the President’s
Council Foundation, Trustee of the University
of Cincinnati Foundation and Trustee of Uni-
versity Hospitals. Brian E. Hall’s main commit-
ment, however, is to his three children.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing Mr. William D. Hall and Mr.
Brian E. Hall who exemplify model citizens
and outstanding fathers. | wish Mr. William D.
Hall and Mr. Brian E. Hall the best in all of
their future endeavors.

—————

HONORING THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA SERVICE ACADEMY SE-
LECTION BOARD

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
mend my Service Academy Selection Board,
an exemplary group of selfless, dedicated
Washingtonians who have served our country
and have been so generous to continue their
service by helping me select nominees to the
United States Service Academies. Although
academy nominations and appointments are
attributed to me, they are not, by any means,
my singular effort. Most of the work, involving
careful vetting and painstaking evaluation of
each applicant, as well as encouragement and
recruitment, is done largely by my Service
Academy Selection Board.

The work of the Service Academy Selection
Board is so critical to our nation that | ask the
entire House to join me in recognizing and
thanking the members of the District of Colum-
bia’s Service Academy Selection Board, who
recommend to me the nominees from whom
the academy selects appointees: Cdr. Kerwin
E. Miller, USN (Ret), Chair, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, Class of 1975, attorney in private prac-
tice; George R. Keys, Jr.,, immediate past
Chair, U.S. Air Force Academy, Class of 1970,
Rhodes Scholar, partner with Jordan & Keys
LLP; Wesley Brown, Chair Emeritus, U.S.
Naval Academy, Class of 1949, Academy’s
first African-American graduate, for whom the
Academy’s new field house is named; Steven
Blust, U.S. Merchant Marine Academy, Class
of 1971, President of the Institute of Inter-
national Containers, former Chairman of the
Federal Maritime Commission; Capt. Karen
Courington, USAFR, Air Force Academy Ad-
missions Liaison Officer, C—17 pilot, employee
of Deutsche Bank designing their “Veterans
on Wall Street” initiative; David Gragan, U.S.
Air Force Academy, Class of 1977, Senior
Procurement Executive of the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, Department of the
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Treasury; Anthony K. Hollinger, U.S. Naval
Academy, Class of 1987, established a Vet-
erans Affairs program for the University of the
District of Columbia; OV Johnson, U.S. Air
Force, retired 1974, served in the Air Force’s
Office of Special Investigations; Daniel J.
Keenaghan, U.S. Military Academy, Class of
2000, international trade specialist who spe-
cializes in logistics and export promotion;
Charles B. King, Ill, U.S. Military Academy,
Class of 1994, Risk Analysis Branch Chief
with the Transportation Security Administra-
tion; Riaz Latifullah, U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy, Class of 1978, employee of AARP,
Inc; Tony Montes, U.S. Army veteran, long-
time D.C. resident and community activist;
James Nelson Rimensnyder, U.S. Military
Academy, Class of 2005, whom | nominated in
1999 and 2000, deployed in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom from 2006-2007 as an
armor platoon leader and again in 2008—2009
as a Task Force Intelligence officer; Barbara
J. Smith, Chair of the Department of Teaching,
Learning and Professional Development at
Bowie State University and; Joel C.
Spangenberg, U.S. Naval Academy, Class of
2000, Special Assistant to the Deputy Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

These D.C. residents each have lead out-
standing lives of professional accomplishment
and service. Together, they make an awe-in-
spiring group. Their service to the District of
Columbia and to our nation has been out-
standing in every way.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting the District of Columbia Service
Academy Selection Board for their diligent
work and dedication to our youth, for their
continuing service, and for their commitment
to our country.

——

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SECURITY ACT OF 2011

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. Speaker, on
behalf of Congresswoman GABRIELLE GiF-
FORDS, | have introduced the Department of
Defense Energy Security Act of 2011. As
many of you know, Congresswoman GIFFORDS
has been a staunch advocate of energy alter-
natives and its impact on national security. As
a member of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee, she has worked on a number of initia-
tives since she arrived in Congress, and many
of those proposals have been included in the
committee’s annual defense authorization bill.
The bill that | am introducing for her today
continues this legacy.

The Department of Defense Energy Security
Act of 2011 is a comprehensive bill that seeks
to move the Department forward on energy
security. It includes a number of initiatives
based on input from various national security
and energy organizations, the Department of
Defense, and industry.

These include initiatives such as: Joint Con-
tingency Base Resource Security Pilot Project;
Tactical Vehicle Efficiency Report; Conversion
of Non-Tactical Vehicles; Alternative Fuels
Contracting Authority; Designation of an Exec-
utive Agent for Alternative Fuel Development;
Energy Test Bed Initiative; Energy Conserva-
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tion Investment Program; Report on ASHRAE
Building Standards; Continually-updated List of
Energy Technologies for DOD Facilities; En-
ergy Manager Certification; Energy Manage-
ment Data Needs; Interim Renewable Elec-
tricity Standard (RES) Goals; Remove Tech-
nology Bias in Permissible Land Use; Stra-
tegic Plan for Renewable Energy Develop-
ment; Report on Cross-Agency Renewable
Energy Development Efforts; Elimination of
Approval Requirement for Long-Term Con-
tracts for Energy/Fuel at Military Installations;
Report on Energy Security and Renewable
Energy Development; Report on Installation
Energy Security and Societal Impacts.

Several of the provisions proposed in the
bill, already have been included H.R. 1540,
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2012. | am pleased to assist Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS in her efforts to con-
tinue to improve the energy security of the De-
partment of Defense.

————————

HONORING ROCKY RUN MIDDLE
SCHOOL’S “THE LATEST GEN-
ERATION MEETS THE GREATEST
GENERATION” PROGRAM

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | recently attended
a wonderful event at Rocky Run Middle
School in Chantilly, Virginia. The program
brings World War |l veterans together with 7th
grade students for one-on-one interviews
about the veterans’ experiences during war.

The event was initiated 10 years ago by his-
tory teacher Jamie Sawatzky and for his ef-
forts, he was selected as the Fairfax County
Public Schools Teacher of the Year. Rocky
Run Middle School is the only school in the
region with this type of program.

The event was attended by 125 World War
Il veterans, representing all branches of the
Armed Forces and nearly every theater of the
war. | was touched to hear the recollections
from so many members of the “Greatest Gen-
eration” who sacrificed so much to protect our
nation’s freedom. Students got to hear from
Edward Connor, who served with the U.S.
Army Air Corps in Papua, New Guinea, and
Guadalcanal; Lucas Dargan, who served
aboard a U.S. Navy destroyer in the north At-
lantic guiding supply convoys; Donald Graul, a
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division
who parachuted into Normandy on D-Day and
was captured by the Germans, spending the
rest of the war in a POW camp, and Richard
Graff, who marched with the Army through
France, Belgium, and Holland and met the
Russian Army at the Elbe River.

These men, and many more, volunteered
their time to share their views with today’s stu-
dents. With fewer and fewer World War Il vet-
erans still living, | applaud the efforts of these
and all veterans who share this living history
and make their memories part of children’s
learning experience and the historical record.

| also want to draw attention to the Rocky
Run students, who recognize the importance
of learning from previous generations. Know-
ing about one of the most traumatic episodes
in world history and the sacrifice it required of
all Americans, these students will have an ap-
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preciation of what it takes to preserve our na-
tion’s freedoms. The 7th graders of Rocky
Run Middle School took on a challenging as-
signment and carried it out in a fashion of
which we can all be proud.

There can be no better learning experience
than combining the knowledge and experience
of the “Greatest Generation” with the “Latest
Generation.” | hope schools across America
can learn from the example of Rock Run Mid-
dle School in Chantilly, Virginia.

TRIBUTE TO SARAH ZABEL
HON. TODD ROKITA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Sarah Zabel, one
of my constituents and | am proud to say one
of this year's 141 U.S. Presidential Scholars.

Sarah is one of the top students in her grad-
uating class at Brownsburg High School in
Brownsburg, Indiana, while balancing work
and numerous extracurricular activities. She is
a member of the Girl's Varsity Tennis Team
and writes for the Y-Press, the youth news bu-
reau of the Indianapolis Star. Sarah also sings
in Starlight Voices, a competitive women’s
choir. She has held several leadership posi-
tions within her community, including Vice
President of the National Honor Society, copy
editor of Brownsburg High School’s student
newspaper, and was a participant in the Na-
tional Young Leaders Conference. It is clear,
Sarah succeeds not only in the classroom, but
as an active member of her community. In
Sarah’s free time, she tutors second grade
students, serves food for Beggars for the
Poor, and collects non-perishable goods for
local food pantries.

| am proud to honor Sarah Zabel in recogni-
tion of all her achievements, admirable leader-
ship, and superior contributions to her local
community. As she heads to Xavier University
in the fall, 1 wish her the best of luck for a
bright and successful future.

————

IN HONOR OF MARY ANNE
CRAMPTON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mary Anne Crampton to acknowledge
her tremendous service to the Northeast Ohio
community.

A native of Pittsburgh, Mary Anne relocated
to the Cleveland area to begin her career and
has prospered in various organizations since.
She has been credited with transforming the
downtown area of Lakewood, Ohio, into a live-
ly, historic area.

Mary Anne served as the Executive Director
of LakewoodAlive, an economic development
organization that strives to facilitate economic
stability and growth in the Lakewood area,
since its inception. She was recently was cho-
sen as the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
2011 Business Person of the Year. Her un-
wavering devotion to furthering economic de-
velopment in Lakewood has proven beneficial




E1140

for the Cleveland suburb. Prior to working for
LakewoodAlive Mary Anne was Manager of
Marketing and Public Relations at Cleveland
Sight Center, a nonprofit organization that
works to enhance the lives of blind persons.

In addition to her career, Ms. Crampton is a
dedicated and involved member of the North-
east Ohio community. Mary Anne is a member
on the board of the Lakewood Hospital Foun-
dation where she serves on the governance
committee. She is a board member of the
Lakewood Chamber of Commerce where she
serves on the economic development com-
mittee, and she chairs the board resources
committee for the Beck Center for Cultural
Arts.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, Mary Anne
Crampton has proven herself a very valuable
citizen of the Cleveland community and sur-
rounding areas. Her exceptional passion to
better the lives of the members of her commu-
nity is truly a blessing. Mary Anne’s vision and
hard work make her one of Northeast Ohio’s
most remarkable citizens.

————

WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM CON-
SERVATION SEMIPOSTAL STAMP
ACT OF 2011

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, last week | intro-
duced H.R. 2236, the Wildlife Refuge System
Conservation Semipostal Stamp Act of 2011.
This bill would let Americans donate to the up-
keep of the National Wildlife Refuge System
by purchasing semipostal stamps. There are
553 refuge sites in or nearby almost every
congressional district in this country; and
those refuges need financial help.

Last month, Chairman FLEMING of the Nat-
ural Resources Subcommittee on Fisheries,
Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs held an
oversight hearing on the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System’s finances. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which manages the System,
testified that it has $3.3 billion in unmet oper-
ational needs and deferred maintenance
projects.

A semipostal stamp could help—at least in
some small way—to pull the Refuge System
out of that deep hole. Semipostals are post-
age stamps sold at a premium, with the dif-
ference going to fund a cause of national in-
terest. The stamps have proven successful.
The Breast Cancer Research Stamp has
raised over $71 million since it was authorized
in 1998.

Now, in times of budget constraint, Ameri-
cans are looking for ways to revitalize the
wildlife refuges in their backyards without in-
creasing the demand on taxpayers. The
semipostal stamp authorized in H.R. 2236
would provide Americans a way to support
their 553 refuge sites without increasing taxes
or taking funds from other important govern-
ment services.

The National Wildlife Refuge System was
created by President Theodore Roosevelt and
today it is the world’s premier system of public
lands and waters set aside to conserve fish,
wildlife and plants. In my district, the Northern
Mariana Islands, the Volcanic Unit and the
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Mariana Trench Unit of the Marianas Trench
Marine National Monument are parts of the
National Wildlife Refuge System. The Volcanic
Unit is an arc of undersea mud volcanoes and
thermal vents where exotic animals thrive in
some of the harshest conditions imaginable.
This is an area of cutting-edge scientific scru-
tiny, and awakens dreams of deep-sea explo-
ration and discovery in us all.

In almost every state and territory wildlife
refuges are similarly important. They provide
recreational opportunities. By exposing our
young people to the natural world, refuges in-
spire the next generation of scientists and re-
searchers. And the wildlife refuges are eco-
nomic assets. Every year, the Refuge System
attracts 44 million tourists, generating $1.7 bil-
lion in sales and sustaining 27,000 jobs.

Despite the value of the National Wildlife
Refuge System, it remains drastically under-
funded—unable to keep up with basic oper-
ations and maintenance costs. My bill would
help alleviate that problem. H.R. 2236 brings
a fresh source of income to the National Wild-
life Refuge System without drawing on tax-
payers or increasing the national debt. The bill
gives Americans the choice to contribute to a
program deeply important to our Nation and |
ask my colleagues to support H.R. 2236.

TRIBUTE TO BILL HAWKINS
HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
pay tribute to a true leader from my home
State of Minnesota, William A. Hawkins. Bill
has recently retired as Chairman and CEO of
Medtronic, the world’s leading medical tech-
nology company. He has been an insightful
leader and his legacy includes the launch of
important new technologies, major invest-
ments in quality and innovation, and the suc-
cessful navigation through an increasingly
challenging environment.

Bil’'s years at Medtronic have been filled
with competition and innovation—serving with
unwavering commitment to global growth, en-
couraging and acquiring technology, and
growing the ability to meet patient needs in
emerging markets. Under his guidance,
Medtronic became a chronic disease manage-
ment company and not just a medical tech-
nology company.

As Co-Chair of the Medical Technology
Caucus, | am a major proponent of advancing
life-saving technologies for patients. | have
worked with Bill for a number of years in sup-
port of the medical technology industry on
many issues such as trade, tax, payment, reg-
ulatory and research policies. Minnesota is
one of the top med-tech epi-centers in the
country. It remains one of few industries in the
U.S. that exports more products than it im-
ports—approximately $36 billion annually. Our
work helps to ensure that the medical tech-
nology industry continues to play a major role
in the positive economic growth of our State
and Nation.

Bill has nearly 35 years of career experi-
ence in the medical device industry, serving in
leadership positions at Novoste Corporation;
American Home Products; Johnson & John-
son; Guidant Corporation; and Eli Lilly. He
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began his medical technology career with
Carolina Medical Electronics in 1977.

He joined Medtronic in 2002 as Senior Vice
President and President of the company’s
Vascular business before serving as Cor-
porate President and Chief Operating Officer.
Bill Hawkins was named Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Medtronic in 2007 and assumed the ad-
ditional role of Chairman in 2008.

In March of 2010 Bill received the Bio-
medical Engineering Society’s Distinguished
Achievement Award. This award is given to
recognize those that have made great con-
tributions to the field of biomedical engineer-
ing/bioengineering.

Bill is also committed to giving back to our
community by serving on the Board of Visitors
for the Duke University School of Engineering
and the Board of Directors for the Guthrie
Theater and the University of Minnesota Foun-
dation.

| am pleased to join Bill's friends, family,
and colleagues in congratulating him on his
many accomplishments, and wish him well as
he starts the next chapter in his life. His pas-
sion for advancing innovations will keep him
taking broad and bold steps to make the world
a better place.

Congratulations Bill Hawkins!

———

HONORING GEORGE ROBERT
LUDWIG

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor today to recognize Lieutenant George
Robert Ludwig for his heroic service to our
country. Lieutenant Ludwig entered the Army
Aviation Flight School at Fort Rucker, Ala-
bama in 1963 and served in Vietham and Bien
Hoa.

Lieutenant Ludwig was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross for his heroism while
participating in aerial flight. He first distin-
guished himself by exceptionally valorous ac-
tion while serving as an aircraft pilot in action
at Dong Xoai, Republic of Vietham from June
10, 1965 to June 14, 1965. When battle erupt-
ed on morning of June 1, 1965, he was flying
his aircraft with the mission of providing radio
relay and acting as an artillery observer. When
word was received that the United States
compound at Dong Xoai was under heavy at-
tack by a regiment of Viet Cong, Lieutenant
Ludwig, who was flying the only aircraft in the
immediate area, unhesitatingly volunteered to
act as forward air controller for United States
fighter bombers en route to the area. During
the five-day period following the Viet Cong at-
tack, Lieutenant Ludwig flew numerous radio
relay and artillery adjustment missions, suc-
cessfully and accurately directing many air
strikes in support of the besieged compound.

Lieutenant Ludwig also received twenty Air
Medals, two Medals of Valor and was the only
Army pilot in the Vietnam War to receive the
Distinguished Flying Cross by the United
States Air Force.

| would like to take this opportunity, on be-
half of the residents of the 5th District of
Texas, to thank Lieutenant Ludwig and his
family for their service to this country. We are
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eternally grateful for our service men and
women, past and present, who have fought to
preserve liberty for our generation and genera-
tions to come.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY OF
WAYS TO IMPROVE THE ACCU-
RACY OF THE COLLECTION OF
FEDERAL OIL, CONDENSATE,
AND NATURAL GAS ROYALTIES
ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | am
reintroducing the Study of Ways to Improve
the Accuracy of the Collection of Federal Oil,
Condensate, and Natural Gas Royalties Act,
which successfully passed the House in the
last Congress as an amendment to the Con-
solidated Land, Energy, and Aquatic Re-
sources (CLEAR) Act. | thank original cospon-
sors Representatives HINCHEY and GRIJALVA
for their support.

At a time of record high gas prices, it is vital
to ensure the American taxpayer is fairly and
accurately compensated for energy resources
extracted from leased federal onshore and off-
shore lands. This legislation would commis-
sion the National Academy of Engineers to
study if the production volume measurement
of oil, condensate, and natural gas collection
on federal lands (including submerged, deep
water, and Indian lands) could be improved
with alternative methods.

In April 2010, the Government Account-
ability Office released a study showing the
management of production from oil and nat-
ural gas leases has been inconsistent and in-
adequate in past administrations. With reve-
nues from leases amounting to billions of dol-
lars, it is important that American taxpayers
accurately know the amount of oil and gas
that is extracted on leased federal lands.

A better understanding of the best extraction
measurement methods could ultimately result
in increased revenue for the federal govern-
ment. | urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation in the 112th Congress.

HONORING PAUL E. LANDERS, JR.

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor today to recognize Major General (Re-
tired) Paul E. Landers, Jr. for his heroic serv-
ice to our country. General Landers served as
deputy chief of staff, operations and transpor-
tation at Headquarters Air Mobility Command
on Scott Air Force Base, lllinois.

General Landers was a command pilot, log-
ging more than 5,600 flying hours. His military
awards and decorations include the Distin-
guished Service Medal, Legion of Merit with
oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross
with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Service
Medal with oak leaf cluster, Air Medal with 15
oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation
Medal and Republic of Vietnam Gallantry
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Cross with two silver stars. While commander
of the 437th Military Airlift Wing, he was
awarded the Order of the Sword, the highest
honor bestowed by the enlisted force.

| would like to take this opportunity, on be-
half of the residents of the 5th District of
Texas, to thank General Landers and his fam-
ily for their service to this country. We are
eternally grateful for our service men and
women, past and present, who have fought to
preserve liberty for our generation and genera-
tions to come.

———

HONORING CHAD OBERMILLER’S
IRONMAN

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Chad A. Obermiller, an integral
member of my staff and even prouder member
of an elite group of athletes—athletes who
compete in the phenomenon known only as
“The Ironman.”

Few sane individuals voluntarily sign them-
selves up to compete in such a harrowing and
humbling experience. For Chad, he has made
such a decision three times, and will be cross-
ing the line this Sunday, June 26, 2011 in
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, to complete his third
Ironman.

A 2.4 mile swim, followed by a 112 mile
bike, and capped by a full marathon—yes, a
26.2 mile run—it is no surprise that a phrase
has been coined specifically to describe those
who drag themselves to the finish line fol-
lowing this arduous task: “The Crawl.”

But, | have complete confidence that Chad
will cross that line proudly and upright, as he
has promised both my staff, as well as me,
that he intends to win.

To quote one of Chad’s greatest heroes,
Lance Armstrong: “Life, to me, is a series of
false limits and my challenge as an athlete is
to explore those limits.”

Chad, may you know no limits in Coeur
d’Alene.

HONORING RICHARD E. DWELLE

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor today to recognize Captain Richard E.
Dwelle from Athens, Texas for his heroic serv-
ice to our country.

In 1942, Mr. Dwelle joined the United States
Army Reserves and in 1944, he was commis-
sioned for active duty as a 2nd Lieutenant. In
December of 1944, Mr. Dwelle arrived in Eu-
rope and was assigned as a replacement offi-
cer to M Company, 329 Regiment, 83rd Infan-
try Division where he received a promotion to
1st Lieutenant. Following his valorous service
at the Battle of the Bulge and during the Rhine
Campaign, Mr. Dwelle was discharged from
active duty in June of 1946 and promoted to
Captain in the Reserves. Mr. Dwelle later re-
signed from Reserves after a decade of serv-
ice.
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Mr. Dwelle and his wife Peggy have been
an integral part of Henderson County, Texas
serving on numerous charitable boards. Mr.
Dwelle was named Citizen of the Year in Ath-
ens in 1971 and was inducted into the Rice
University Sports Hall of Fame in 1997.

| would like to take this opportunity, on be-
half of the residents of the 5th District of
Texas, to thank Mr. Dwelle and his family for
their service to this country. We are eternally
grateful for our service men and women, past
and present, who have fought to preserve lib-
erty for our generation and generations to
come.

———

RECOGNIZING MORTON MUSEUM
OF COOKE COUNTY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
recognition of the Morton Museum of Cooke
County in Gainesville, Texas. | am proud to
announce that this small local history mu-
seum, which has been serving the historical
curiosity of the public since 1968, is one of the
newest participants in the 2011 Conservation
Assessment Program (CAP), a program ad-
ministered by the Heritage Preservation and
funded through the Institute of Museum and
Library Services.

CAP is a technical assistance program that,
for over twenty years, has been helping small
museums that lack conservators or building
experts of their own to improve their collec-
tions care efforts in terms of their individual
budget, staffing, and fundraising capacities.
The Morton Museum is one of only five muse-
ums in Texas selected for this prestigious
grant, and one of only one hundred museums
nationwide. With its participation in the Con-
servation Assessment Program, the museum
will receive a professional site visit for assess-
ment and prioritized recommendations for im-
provements. Together, CAP and the Morton
Museum are working hard to ensure an en-
riching experience for all who visit the mu-
seum.

It is not only an honor for the Morton Mu-
seum to be selected to participate in this pro-
gram, but it is also an honor for me to have
the opportunity to represent the museum and
the people who work so hard to maintain its
tradition of excellence in the 26th District of
Texas. | commend the Morton Museum’s con-
tinuing efforts to improve and serve the people
and visitors of Cooke County.

———

SALUTING WELCOME HOME A
HERO

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
as a 29-year Air Force veteran and a former
Prisoner of War for nearly 7 years, more than
half of that time in solitary confinement, it
gives me great joy to request that the U.S.
House of Representatives formally recognize
and commemorate the 7th anniversary of the




E1142

“Welcome Home a Hero Program” at Dallas-
Fort Worth (DFW) International Airport. | espe-
cially want to thank the kind folks at DFW, the
North Texas Commission, and the USO for
their efforts to recognize and show their ap-
preciation to the brave men and women who
serve our country.

“Welcome Home a Hero” is a volunteer pro-
gram to encourage and support our deployed
military and greet troops at DFW International
Airport as they return home for two weeks of
R&R. Anywhere from 150 to 275 troops come
through DFW each day, with one flight arriving
daily and one flight departing daily. Volunteers
gather each day to welcome these troops off
their flight, thanking and encouraging them for
their service to our great nation.

This wonderful program started in the sum-
mer of 2004 when the U.S. military selected
DFW to begin receiving the daily 20-hour
flights from Kuwait. Once the flights began,
grassroots groups, schools, churches, scouts
and veterans organizations began to greet the
troops on a daily basis. DFW fire trucks wel-
come every military charter on the runway with
a “shower of affection” to begin the celebra-
tion.

In fact, “Welcome Home a Hero” has greet-
ed more than 1 million troops during the
course of the program by dedicated volunteers
who greet troops daily. | had the privilege of
attending the one millionth warrior ceremony
at DFW and let’s just say that there wasn’t a
dry eye in the place.

If you want to experience the best America
has to offer—respect for freedom, gratitude for
service and sacrifice and a deep, deep love of
country—just head on down to Terminal D or
Terminal B depending on the day. You'll wit-
ness the show of support from volunteers from
across North Texas and the unbridled joy and
emotional high of a family embracing a return-
ing warrior. Cheerful and faithful patriots of all
ages and stages wearing their finest red, white
and blue attire show up so that they can let
complete strangers who dedicate their lives to
our armed forces know that we love them, we
care about them, we pray for them and we ap-
preciate them.

You'll see humble veterans from wars gone
by who know that freedom is not free. You'l
meet Vietnam veteran Bert Brady who makes
a point of ensuring that this generation of sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and Marines returns with
honor and a warm welcome—unlike the men
who came home from Vietnam. You'll feel a
sweet embrace from the “huggin’ and kissin’
grandmas” who make it a habit of planting a
big one on digi-cammie clad warriors. Each
volunteer offers a sweet smile, a love of coun-
try and respect for service that truly welcomes
home our troops with the way they deserve to
be treated.

As a combat veteran who witnessed the ulti-
mate low for returning warriors from Vietnam,
| made a promise to myself that when, not if,
| escaped my captivity in Vietnam, | would do
anything and everything in my power to treat
our men and women of the United States
Armed Forces with the respect and honor that
they deserve. “Welcome Home a Warrior” is a
shining example of that golden homecoming
and showcases how much North Texans—and
Americans—support our troops.

If people across America find themselves
traveling through DFW, | encourage them to
call the R&R update line 972-574-0392 to
learn of the next arrival ceremony and to see
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if they may participate in a truly heartwarming
and uplifting welcome home celebration for
our armed forces. They also may go to
www.dfwairport.com/heroes.

On this day, | respectfully request that the
United States House of Representatives reaf-
firms our unwavering commitment to actively
promote and support the “Welcome Home a
Hero Program” and its invaluable importance
to the morale and welfare of those men and
women who serve our country.

Make no mistake—America remains the
land of the free because of the brave. God
bless America.

———

RECOGNIZING BROOKS BYERS OF
FLOWER MOUND

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
recognition of our youth who show an out-
standing capacity for service. In particular, |
would like to commend the achievements of
Brooks Byers of Flower Mound, Texas. Mr.
Byers is the newest winner of The Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal, Congress’s only
and very prestigious award for youth.

Earning the Gold Medal requires great com-
mitment and devotion to service; each award-
winner must spend two or more years com-
pleting more than 400 hours of community
service Mr. Byers’s service projects included
organizing youth tennis camps and gift-wrap-
ping fundraisers to raise more than $3,000 for
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, tutoring at-risk
children each week and raising money for
their after-school program through a book
drive, and organizing homecoming celebra-
tions for soldiers each weekend as part of the
Welcome Home a Hero Program.

Mr. Byers’s accomplishments do not end
here. The Congressional Award Gold Medal
also requires participants to complete 200
hours of personal development and physical
fitness activities, which Brooks fulfilled through
a junior golf league and his high school’s ten-
nis team. For the Expedition part of the Gold
Medal program, Brooks planned a trip to en-
rich his understanding of ancient European
history in Scotland and France.

The Congressional Award Gold Medal rec-
ognizes youth who show great initiative and
an inspiring ability to reach complex, self-im-
posed goals. This experience, what Mr. Byers
himself calls “transformative”, shows an in-
credible commitment to excellence and the
principles of our country’s future leaders. It is
an honor for me to have the opportunity to
recognize and represent Mr. Brooks Byers.

A TRIBUTE TO JOSE R. SANCHEZ

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize José R. Sanchez.

José R. Sanchez, is President and Chief
Executive Officer of Norwegian American Hos-
pital, Chicago’s only Latino hospital. José has
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a 30-plus year career as a health care execu-
tive and possesses a wealth of knowledge of
the health care industry.

As President and CEO of Norwegian Amer-
ican, José is dedicated to enhancing the qual-
ity of services provided to more than 112,000
patients annually. Among his first priorities
was to lead the management executive team
to critically assess and refine the quality of all
systems, structures and services that are cur-
rently in place. José is committed to pursuing
collaborative and innovative solutions to com-
bat the health care challenges of the commu-
nities the hospital serves: Humboldt Park,
West Town, Wicker Park, Logan Square and
Austin.

Before joining Norwegian American Hos-
pital, José was the Senior Vice President of
the Generations +/Northern Manhattan Health
Network, one of the largest health care net-
works in the New York City Health and Hos-
pitals Corporation. During his tenure, he
oversaw three acute care hospitals of which
two were level one trauma centers, and 34
community-based health centers in East Har-
lem, Central Harlem and the South Bronx in
New York City.

Jose is the architect of the Urban Health
Conference, an annual national forum in exist-
ence since 2001 that brings together more
than 300 health care providers to focus on the
disparities in health care for minority popu-
lations and strategies to eliminate them. He
serves as Chairman of the East Harlem Busi-
ness Capital Corporation Board of Directors,
which provides microlending and business de-
velopment services for community businesses.
In addition, he is a member of the Board of
Boricua College in New York. The college was
designed to serve the educational needs of
Puerto Ricans and other Hispanics. In October
2009, José was named among the “Most In-
fluential Latinos” in the United States by His-
panic Business Magazine, a New York Times
Co. syndicated publication.

Jose has been a licensed social worker
since 1979. He holds a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Psychology from the City College of
New York and a Master of Social Work from
Adelphi University. In 2002, he was conferred
an honorary doctorate degree from the New
York College of Podiatric Medicine. This honor
recognized his measurable accomplishments
and steadfast commitment to improving the
health status of the poorest and most dis-
advantaged populations in New York City.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mr.
José R. Sanchez for his extraordinary accom-
plishments and his spirit that reflect the best
our nation has to offer.

HONORING CAROLE M. WATSON
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary career of Carole M. Watson
as she retires from over 30 years of nonprofit
management, including the last ten years as
Chief Community Investment Officer with the
United Way of the Bay Area, UWBA. | join our
community in celebrating the many ways in
which her life’s work has contributed to the
success and well-being of countless people
throughout the Bay Area and beyond.
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In addition to holding a Master of Social
Work from Wayne State University and a
bachelor’'s degree in Education & Social Work
from Western Michigan University, Ms. Wat-
son completed the United Way of America/
Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Family Strength-
ening for Success Fellowship at Harvard Uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment in 2002. Ms. Watson’s experience in
academia also includes serving as a university
faculty member for undergraduate and grad-
uate students of Social Work while residing in
Tennessee.

During three decades of leadership experi-
ence in the nonprofit sector, Ms. Watson
served two Urban League affiliates located in
Nashville, Tennessee and the San Francisco
Bay Area. In her Urban League roles, she
managed job development, led training pro-
grams and coordinated job fairs serving thou-
sands of job seekers. Over the years, she has
helped over 7,000 job seekers in securing em-
ployment opportunities with roughly 100 em-
ployers.

In her most recent role as UWBA’s Chief
Community Investment Officer, Ms. Watson
managed grants, programs, volunteers, mar-
keting strategies, donor cultivation, collabo-
rative fundraising, fund distribution and com-
munity building across seven Bay Area coun-
ties.

As a member of UWBA’s senior manage-
ment team for the last 10 years, Ms. Watson
has been known as a fearless and effective
leader and mentor. She managed a $6 million
portfolio with a Community Investment Team
and Community Project staff, comprising over
20 members. And in 2002, she was voted the
esteemed UWBA Percy C. Moore Employee
of the Year by her colleagues.

The recipient of numerous honors and acco-
lades, Ms. Watson received the National Phi-
lanthropy Day Foundation Professional Award
co-sponsored by the Northern California Grant
Makers and Association of Fund Raising Ex-
ecutives in 2006. She was also recognized as
the 2006 San Francisco Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica’s Whitney M. Young Community Leader.

Ms. Watson’s dedication to improving the
lives of children, youth and families through
economic development is evident from her
countless community affiliations and activities.
Whether serving as a liaison to the United
Way World Wide Income Advisory Group, cre-
ating the Earn It! Keep It! Save It! Campaign,
EKS, to provide free tax preparation for eligi-
ble EITC tax filers, or serving as Board Presi-
dent of the Oakland Emiliano Zapata Street
Academy, Ms. Watson has donated her time
to lead bold initiatives for the benefit of her
community. She has truly created pathways
out of poverty.

On behalf of the residents of California’s 9th
Congressional District, Ms. Carole M. Watson,
| salute you for three decades of outstanding
service in assisting families to achieve finan-
cial stability and secure future success. | con-
gratulate and thank you for your unparalleled
service to our community. You have touched
many lives in profound ways throughout your
career, and we wish you and your family con-
tinued prosperity and happiness as you transi-
tion to this exciting new chapter of life.

A TRIBUTE TO FELICIA LEMONS
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Felicia Lemons.
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Felicia Lemons is a Human Rights Spe-
cialist for the New York City Commission on
Human rights. She spent her formative years
growing up in Linden Plaza, Brooklyn, New
York. Her family then moved to Cambria
Heights, Queens where she expanded upon
the value of family and love of community.
Both her parents, Hank and Sadie Lemons
emphasized the importance of education, so-
cial justice and helping one’s neighbor.

During a bible study meeting at the House
of the Lord Church in Brooklyn, the Rev. Dr.
Herbert Daughtry approached Felicia with an
opportunity to work in his outreach ministry.
He recruited her to advocate for formerly in-
carcerated women, as well as minister the
gospel of Jesus Christ to the community at
large. While under the mentorship of Pastor
Daughtry, she trained in all matters of social
justice, gender discrimination and serviced the
“least of these” in the neighborhood.

Also while in training, Felicia attended Long
Island University, Brooklyn Campus. Felicia
was on the Dean’s List for seven consecutive
semesters and is a member of the Alpha Chi
Honor Society. Graduating Magna Cum
Laude, she earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts
Degree.

From Long Island University under the ad-
vice of Pastor Daughtry and Rev. Dr. Syl
Shannon, National Convention Chaplain for
Alpha Phi Alpha, Felicia pursued a Masters in
Divinity Degree from Duke University. While
working on her Masters, she served
marginalized communities as a volunteer for
Center for community Help in Durham, North
Carolina.

Felicia returned to New York to work for
Commissioner Patricia Gatling at the NYC
Commission on Human Rights. Serving as a
Human Rights Specialist, she directs her tal-
ent and passion to educated and advocate for
people transitioning back into the community
from prison. In doing so, she works closely
with organizations such as Alpha School
Project in Brooklyn, Women’s Prison Associa-
tion, Young Women’s Leadership program of
August Martin High School, New York State
Division of Parole, as well as Community Liai-
son for the Commission on Human Rights.
From this work, she has coauthored “Turning
the Game Around,” a comprehensive resource
guide to Employment discrimination under the
Human Rights Law for returning citizens of in-
carceration who desire to have a successful
transition in New York City. Felicia continues
to persist in her work. She believes to leave
one person behind of a million under her
watch, is to lose the battle at large.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mrs.
Lemons for her extraordinary accomplish-
ments and her spirit which reflect the best our
nation has to offer.

——————

REINTRODUCTION OF THE HURRI-
CANE RESEARCH INITIATIVE ACT
OF 2011

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
June first marked the official start of the 2011
hurricane season. As we prepare for this up-
coming season, | am proud to reintroduce the
Hurricane Research Initiative Act of 2011.

| cannot help but recall the devastation left
in the wake of hurricanes that have hit my
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home State of Florida, such as Andrew, lvan,
Jeanne, and Katrina. These storms were
some of the worst any of us had ever seen.
We can all remember the haunting images of
our coastal communities from Florida to Lou-
isiana left in utter destruction. It is easy to pic-
ture the faces of those who were most af-
fected, and to remember the stories told by
survivors. Even today, the impact of these dis-
asters are still being felt in many communities
along the Gulf Coast region.

The damage from these storms affects us
all. Hurricane damage has cost our Nation an
average of $35.8 billion in economic losses
per year since 2001. Between 2002 and 2007,
we experienced over $180 billion in losses
due to hurricanes.

As a nation, we have been caught off-guard
by these storms. In the past, we were not
ready for the destructive forces that came our
way. We could not anticipate the extent to
which these storms would change our coastal
towns and cities. In short, we were unpre-
pared.

Looking back, it is easy to see why. In re-
cent years, we have allowed hurricane re-
search to lapse. It is a failure that must be ad-
dressed. Every year, we pay the price in envi-
ronmental damage, fiscal devastation, and
human lives.

More research must be done on these
storm systems. Therefore, | am proud to re-
introduce the Hurricane Research Initiative Act
of 2011, which authorizes critical hurricane re-
search funding to help our scientists study and
better understand how hurricanes form and in-
tensify, research that will help us prepare for
many hurricane seasons to come.

The legislation also provides for enhancing
early warning systems, infrastructure durability
standards, and severe weather tracking and
prediction capabilities. A National Infrastruc-
ture Database will be established under this
legislation in order to develop standards and
create public policy to better understand hurri-
canes and tropical storms.

This version of the bill also restores funding
to perform a necessary update to our Nation’s
Joint Polar Satellite System, funds that were
cut in the Republican budget for Fiscal Year
2011. The Continuing Resolution eliminated
the means to perform this necessary update.
Satellites are designed with a limited lifespan.
When the end of that lifespan is reached, our
ability to track severe weather systems such
as hurricanes and blizzards also ends. By re-
storing funding for the JPSS, this bill ensures
the continuation of our ability to forecast and
track severe weather systems before they
happen.

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity to
close the gap in hurricane research funding.
Correcting this lack of scientific research is im-
perative and will help us to preserve our envi-
ronment, protect our property, and save lives.
| urge my colleagues to support this critically
important legislation.
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A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
BANKS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Christopher Banks.

Christopher Banks is the Executive Director
and CEO of the East New York United Con-
cerned Citizens, Inc. Born twenty-seven years
ago in Brooklyn, NY to immigrant parents from
Trinidad and Tobago, his first-hand witness to
the struggles of disenfranchised individuals in
his community greatly influenced his dedica-
tion to public service and advocacy.

Mr. Banks attended the New York City High
School for Leadership and Public Service, and
CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice
where he pursued a degree in political
science. He founded the East New York
United Concerned Citizens, Inc. making his
dream of creating a social service and non-
profit organization come true.

Over the past ten years, Mr. Banks has fo-
cused his advocacy on the areas of youth,
seniors, block associations and tenant asso-
ciations to provide services to the East New
York community. He has worked in partner-
ship with organizations such as NYC Citizens
Committee, East New York Development Cor-
poration, Linden Houses Tenant Association,
Emerald Green Tenants Association, The Jus-
tice Fund, The East New York Council for the
Aging, the National Association of Black Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Brooklyn
Club, and a host of other organizations.

Mr. Banks was appointed to Community
Board #5, serving as one of the youngest
members in the capacity of Executive Board
Member and Chair of the Transportation Com-
mittee. He also served as Co-Chair of the
Youth Services Committee, Co-Chair of the
Aging Committee and Public Safety Com-
mittee. He is currently President of his Block
Association, has previously served as Presi-
dent of the Black Business Professional Wom-
en’s Youth Club and as an Advisory Member
of the Pink House Cornerstone Program. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Banks has worked for organiza-
tions over the past eight years such as the
Italian American Civil Rights League and The
Federation of Multicultural Programs, and has
served as an Adolescent Services liaison for
the Youth Services Department. Mr. Banks is
a proud member of Changing Lives Christian
Center.

He is an innovative, charismatic and dy-
namic young man, on a mission to empower
and change the dynamics of his community
and the world at large.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 439, the Kind Amendment to H.R.
2112, | voted “aye” when | intended to vote
“nay.”
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A TRIBUTE TO ALAN D. COHEN
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Alan D. Cohen.

Alan was born and raised in Brooklyn, New
York. He is one of four siblings and is a proud
graduate of the New York City school system.
He received his bachelor's degree from Brook-
lyn College and holds a master’s of Science,
Special Education from New York University.
He is a Cahn Fellow at Columbia University.

Alan has 34 years of educational experience
having filled many roles as a teacher, adminis-
trator and principal for the New York City De-
partment of Education. He is currently a Net-
work Leader providing support and supervision
for principals in 32 New York City schools and
prior to that completed seven years as prin-
cipal of P.S. 69 in the Bronx. In the past he
has had various responsibilities in the New
York City system, including teaching, men-
toring teachers and aspiring principals, high
school admissions and supervising student
support services. He also implemented a
Reggio Emilia inspired early childhood pro-
gram and spent time in ltaly studying as a
member of the North American Reggio Emilia
Alliance and International Association Friends
of Reggio Children.

Recently, he has spent his mummers as a
group leader at the Principal’'s Center Summer
Institute of the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. He also serves as an advisory
board member at the Principal’s Center. He is
also the recipient of the 2007 Time Warner
Principals of Excellence Award and the 2006
Outstanding Educator of the Year Award from
Education Update.

Alan’s focus is on enhancing a dynamic
child-centered curriculum, fostering profes-
sional development and creating a strong
sense of community. He will be returning to
his passion as a building principal in Sep-
tember, at the Portledge School in Locust Val-
ley, New York. Alan is the ideal educator to
build on the traditions and foundations and
has the professional background and the en-
thusiasm to establish Portledge as a leader in
early childhood and elementary education.

Alan looks forward to a long future of edu-
cating the children who will be our leaders of
tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mr.
Alan D. Cohen for his extraordinary accom-
plishments and his spirit which reflect the best
our nation has to offer.

————

RECOGNIZING 2011 APPOINTEES TO
THE UNITED STATES SERVICE
ACADEMIES

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize my 2011 appointees to the United States
Service Academies, an outstanding group of
young Washingtonians who have a combina-
tion of academic and athletic prowess, dedica-
tion, and leadership, as they leave their fami-
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lies to embark on their new lives in service to
the nation: William Westbrook Moore, Atticus
Lee Sawatzki, William Guy Merkle, and James
David Rice.

William Westbrook Moore is my appointee
to the United States Military Academy. He
graduated from the Potomac School, where he
was a varsity athlete and founder of the
school’s chess club. Atticus Lee Sawatzki de-
parts for the United States Merchant Marine
Academy. He is an alumnus of St. Anselm’s
Abby School, was a lifeguard for the D.C. De-
partment of Parks and Recreation and is an
active parishioner at St. Paul's Episcopal
Church, K Street. William Guy Merkle, whom
| have twice had the pleasure of nominating to
the United States Air Force Academy, is an
alumnus of St. Anselm’s Abby School. Bill is
a thespian, crack shot, and an Elder in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
He returns to the Air Force Academy after
completing his two year mission for his church
in Japan. James David Rice leaves for the
United States Naval Academy Prep School.
He graduated from The Bullis School, where
he was both a varsity athlete and an honors
student.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men in advance for
their service, in wishing them success, and in
offering them the hearty congratulations of the
House of Representatives.

——

CONGRATULATING SOUTHERN
METHODIST UNIVERSITY PRESI-
DENT R. GERALD TURNER

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Southern Methodist University (SMU) Presi-
dent R. Gerald Turner for receiving a quad-
rangle on the SMU Campus named in his
honor. This week current and former members
of the SMU board of trustees approved the
naming of the R. Gerald Turner Centennial
Quadrangle. This project is currently under
construction and will be complete in the fall so
SMU students, faculty and campus Vvisitors
can enjoy this gathering place for many years
to come.

SMU is currently celebrating its Centennial
Celebration, and | commend President Turner
on his accomplishments and vision for the
century ahead. | am a proud alumnus of SMU,
and have greatly appreciated President Turn-
er's service and leadership. He and his wife
Gail Turner have made tremendous contribu-
tions to the university and this honor is well
deserved.

SMU has made amazing strides over the
past century, rising from a small rural college
to an internationally renowned university. From
its founding in 1911 till today, SMU has grad-
uated more than 100,000 alumni. The out-
standing achievement and leadership of those
alumni serves as a testament to SMU’s tradi-
tion of success. With seven different schools,
SMU ranks as one of the best universities in
the nation. The Cox School of Business rou-
tinely ranks in the top 25 business schools in
the United States. In addition to twelve alumni
who are past and present Members of the
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U.S. Congress, SMU has graduated such no-
table individuals as: John Tyson, CEO of
Tyson Foods; former First Lady, Laura Bush;
Lamar Hunt, founder of the American Football
League; Harriet Miers, former White House
Counsel and Supreme Court nominee; James
Cronin, Nobel Prize winning physicist; Mary
Ellen Weber, NASA astronaut; and Karen
Hughes, former Under Secretary of State.

For these well-known alumni, myself, and
thousands of former and current students,
SMU holds a special place in our hearts.
There is a strong sense of pride amongst the
SMU community, and the values we learned in
school have stayed with us throughout our
lives. We were and always will be SMU Mus-
tangs.

With an eye towards the next generation,
SMU is not only celebrating the past, but plan-
ning for the future. This Centennial Celebra-
tion will serve as a time to ensure the next
hundred years are even more successful than
the first one hundred. | am confident that
under President Turner’s leadership, SMU will
continue to thrive as a center of excellence
not only for Dallas, but for the world.

——

A TRIBUTE TO ROBERT E.
CORNEGY, JR.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Robert E. Cornegy, Jr.

Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. is the son of the late
Reverend Dr. Robert E. Cornegy, Sr., Pastor
of the Mount Calvary Baptist Church in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, and (the late) Ellen
Journey Cornegy. Both of his parents were ac-
tive members of the church for a quarter of a
century, and it is their spirit of servant leader-
ship that continues to inspire and guide him.
Rob is married to his beautiful wife Michelle,
and he is the father of six wonderful children
(Robert E. Cornegy Ill, Nicholas Ethan, Nia
Imani, Nala Catherine Ellen, Noah and
N’Kosi).

As a dedicated and passionate community
advocate, Rob recognized the needs of the
community and used his own funds to pur-
chase and rehabilitate a brownstone where he
created “The Cornegy Residence”: an 18-bed
shelter for men suffering from substance
abuse and mental health related issues.

Rob has a long history of service implemen-
tation and delivery focusing on mental health,
substance abuse, and homelessness. He
gained valuable hands-on experience by im-
plementing an innovative service-delivery pro-
gram that increased the number of inmates
serviced dramatically while working at the
Rikers Island Prison Complex. Rob holds a
Professional Certificate in the treatment of in-
dividuals suffering from substance abuse
issues; earned a Bachelor's degree in Organi-
zational Management and holds a Master’s
degree in Organizational Leadership from
Mercy College. He is currently a member of
Cornerstone Baptist Church and is the former
Director of the Christopher Wallace memorial
foundation and Director of the Regional Re-
source Prevention Center for the Children’s
Aid society.

Rob is also an adjunct professor of Mar-
keting at Brooklyn College. Rob is a commu-
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nity organizer, advocate, and political activist
with more than 20 years experience working in
underserved communities around New York.
He has also worked in various high-capacity
political roles ranging from Campaign Manager
to Chief of Staff for numerous elected officials
in the New York State Assembly and Senate.
In 2009 Robert ran for City Council for the
36th District serving Bedford Stuyvesant and
Crown Heights. Currently, Rob is State Com-
mitteeman/District Leader of the 56th Assem-
bly District serving Bedford Stuyvesant, Crown
Heights and parts of Bushwick.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize Mr.
Cornegy for his extraordinary accomplish-
ments and his spirit that reflect the best our
Nation has to offer.

————

HONORING ROCKY RUN MIDDLE
SCHOOL’S “THE LATEST GEN-
ERATION MEETS THE GREATEST
GENERATION” PROGRAM

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | recently attended
a wonderful event at Rocky Run Middle school
in Chantilly, Virginia. The program brings
World War Il veterans together with 7th grade
students for one-on-one interviews about the
veterans’ experiences during war.

The event was initiated 10 years ago by his-
tory teacher Jamie Sawatzky and for his ef-
forts, he was selected as the Fairfax County
Public Schools Teacher of the Year. Rocky
Run Middle School is the only school in the
region with this type of program.

The event was attended by 125 World War
Il veterans, representing all branches of the
Armed Forces and nearly every theater of the
war. | was touched to hear the recollections
from so many members of the “Greatest Gen-
eration” who sacrificed so much to protect our
nation’s freedom. Students got to hear from
Edward Connor, who served with the U.S.
Army Air Corps in Papua, New Guinea, and
Guadalcanal; Lucas Dugan, who served
aboard a U.S. Navy destroyer in the north At-
lantic guiding supply convoys; Donald Graul, a
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division
who parachuted into Normandy on D-Day and
was captured by the Germans, spending the
rest of the war in a POW camp, and Richard
Graff, who marched with the Army through
France, Belgium, and Holland and met the
Russian Army at the Elbe River.

These men, and many more, volunteered
their time to share their views with today’s stu-
dents. With fewer and fewer World War Il vet-
erans still living, | applaud the efforts of these
and all veterans who share this living history
and make their memories part of children’s
learning experience and the historical record.

| also want to draw attention to the Rocky
Run students, who recognize the importance
of learning from previous generations. Know-
ing about one of the most traumatic episodes
in world history and the sacrifice it required of
all Americans, these students will have an ap-
preciation of what it takes to preserve our na-
tion’s freedoms. The 7th graders of Rocky
Run Middle School took on a challenging as-
signment and carried it out in a fashion of
which we can all be proud.

E1145

There can be no better learning experience
than combining the knowledge and experience
of the “Greatest Generation” with the “Latest
Generation.” | hope schools across America
can learn from the example of Rock Run Mid-
dle School in Chantilly, Virginia.

———

A TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL
VELAZQUEZ

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Israel Velazquez.

As founder and President of Velazquez As-
sociates, Inc., and its subsidiary Velazquez
Accounting Services, a New York based ac-
counting and nonprofit development consulting
firm that bears his name, Israel Velazquez has
worked tirelessly to develop partnerships with
community leaders, development corporations,
and other public and private partners.

For the past thirty years, Mr. Velazquez,
known as “lzzy” to many, has assembled pub-
lic and private partnerships in the areas of
local community issues, affordable housing
and economic development projects in urban
cities throughout the United States of Amer-
ican and in several Caribbean islands.

Mr. Velazquez holds a Master’s in Taxation
from Long lIsland University in Brooklyn, NY
and a Bachelor of Science in Accounting and
Mass Communications from C.U.N.Y., Hunter
College. In 2009, Mr. Velazquez was des-
ignated an adjunct Professor in the Gates
Foundation and Warren Buffett Enterprises
Fellows Program.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in celebrating Mr. Velazquez's extraor-
dinary achievements.

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS
VARSITY SOCCER TEAM

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding
achievement of the Liberty Lady Jays Varsity
Soccer team on defeating Ursuline Academy,
by a score of 2-1, to win the Class 3 State
Championship for the second straight season.

The Lady Jays finished their incredible sea-
son by posting a strong record of 27-3, while
scoring a total of 147 points and only allowing
29 points. In the Championship game, they
finished spectacularly by scoring the winning
goal with one second left on the clock of the
first overtime period. The dedication and team-
work displayed by the Lady Jays is impressive
and evident in their success.

| want to recognize the great leadership of
the team, including Head Coach Tom
Rottjakob and the work of his assistant coach-
es. | also want to recognize the work of the
school administrators, Superintendent Mike
Brewer, Principal April Adams, and Athletic Di-
rector Jason Cahill, as additional keys to suc-
cess.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me in con-
gratulating the achievement of the Liberty
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Lady Jays Varsity Soccer Team on winning
their second consecutive State Championship.
It is an honor to represent this team in Con-
gress.

——

THE STATE OF TEXAS HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | submit the

following:
H.R. NoO. 1694, RESOLUTION

Whereas, On September 11, 2001, Osama bin
Laden, a sworn enemy of the United States
of America, coordinated a series of mon-
strous and cowardly terrorist attacks that
resulted in the tragic loss of 2,977 innocent
lives, leading to an engagement in a war on
terrorism across many fronts; and

Whereas, On May 1, 2011, after nearly 10
yvears of bin Laden’s evasion of military and
intelligence forces seeking his capture,
President Barack Obama declared to the na-
tion and the world that bin Laden had fi-
nally been killed, and that ‘“‘Justice has been
done.”’; and

Whereas, The president’s patience, leader-
ship, wisdom, and determination have led di-
rectly to the demise of the most wanted man
in the world and have hardened this nation’s
resolve to defeat the forces of malevolent fa-
naticism, and by destroying the mastermind
behind the worst terrorist attack on Amer-
ican soil he has struck a significant and his-
toric blow against Al Qaeda; and

Whereas, Following the death of the perpe-
trator of the attacks, the family members
and friends of those who lost their lives in
the attacks on September 11 are able to
achieve a greater sense of closure; and

Whereas, After months of meetings of the
National Security Council, led by President
Obama, who directed intelligence officials to
zero in on bin Laden’s whereabouts, intel-
ligence officials devised and carefully carried
out a clandestine operation, which had fre-
quently been rehearsed in an effort to mini-
mize casualties, both civilian and military;
and

Whereas, As commander-in-chief of our
great nation, he boldly gave the final author-
ization to commence the operation to brave
and highly trained members of our nation’s
armed services; and

Whereas, Upon hearing the news of bin
Laden’s elimination, in an impressive show
of unity and in defiance of the fanatics who
still today seek to destroy our free way of
life, jubilant citizens expressed pride in our
nation and our president by spontaneously
celebrating the news in cities across the
country, singing ‘““The Star Spangled Ban-
ner”’ and loudly chanting ‘“U-S-A,” and
former presidents Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush have offered him their congratulations;
and

Whereas, Domestically, he has acted with
both initiative and organizational acumen
toward the precautionary defense of our citi-
zens and has successfully prevented a ter-
rorist attack on American soil during his
service to our nation as president; and

Whereas, Internationally, he has wisely ex-
ercised the use of diplomacy to nurture col-
laborative relationships with other nations,
which has helped improve the freedom and
safety of the world’s people; and

Whereas, President George W. Bush had
the near universal support of the freedom-
loving peoples and countries of the world
after the attacks on September 11, 2001, when
he famously pledged to defend freedom,
against fear, saying ‘“We will not tire, we
will not falter, and we will not fail,” and
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President Obama had the strength and
wherewithal to see that pledge through to
fulfillment; and

Whereas, Legislators in Texas reaffirm the
solemn creed that we are one nation, under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all, who stand strongly behind the president
with respect to these several issues as he
confronts the grave problems of national and
international security; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of
Texas hereby congratulate President Obama
on his proven and successful policies in the
war on terrorism and in homeland security;
and, be it further

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of
Texas hereby commend the intelligence per-
sonnel who diligently and quietly toiled for
years to uncover the whereabouts of bin
Laden and whose achievement, while his-
toric, may never be fully known to the pub-
lic; and, be it further

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of
Texas hereby commend the members of the
armed forces who successfully and heroically
carried out an incredibly sensitive mission
with no military losses and with a minimal
loss of civilian lives; and, be it further

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the Texas
House of Representatives forward official
copies of this resolution to the president of
the United States, to the speaker of the
House of Representatives and the president
of the Senate of the United States Congress,
to the governor of Texas, and to all the
members of the Texas delegation to Congress
with the request that this resolution be offi-
cially entered in the Congressional Record as
a memorial to the Congress of the United
States of America.

JOE STRAUS,
Speaker of the House.

I certify that H.R. No. 1694 was adopted by
the House on May 2, 2011, by a non-record
vote.

ROBERT HANEY,
Chief Clerk of the House.

HONORING RYAN WIST

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Ryan Wist. Ryan
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Ryan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Ryan constructed extra
storage space in the basement of the
Dillingham-Lewis Museum in Blue Springs,
Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Ryan Wist for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

June 21, 2011
SOUTHWEST AIRLINES TURNS 40

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to congratulate
Southwest Airlines on the 40th anniversary of
the airline’s first passenger flight on June 18th,
1971.

| also commend Herb Kelleher and Rollin
King who came up with a vision for a low cost
and quick airline. Together they came up with
the idea of Southwest Airlines in 1967. Unfor-
tunately, Southwest was forced to hold off on
its plans as it was being held in litigation for
three and a half years.

And on June 18, 1971, Southwest Airlines
started service among Dallas, Houston and
San Antonio with three Boeing 737s. Right
from the start, Kelleher and Southwest empha-
sized the business philosophy of taking care
of employees first, and they will take care of
your customers.

In 1973, when Southwest ran into some fi-
nancial difficulties, they had the choice of ei-
ther letting go of some of their employees or
selling one of their planes. They sold the
plane and kept their employees.

Kelleher infused Southwest’s culture with his
personal values—humbleness, warmth, sin-
cerity and a care and service of people. If you
treat people with respect, they will feel valued
and add their own personality to whatever
they do. If you empower people at all levels of
the organization to be able to make decisions,
you'll make leaders everywhere. It's about put-
ting the team first and serving the greater
good.

In May 2008, Kelleher stepped down as the
airline’s Chairman, but stayed on as an ad-
viser and employee. Kelleher, who turned 80
this year, is chairman emeritus.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the House
Transportation Subcommittee on Aviation and
a senior Texan on the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, | am pleased to
recognize Southwest Airlines’ great contribu-
tion to the transportation industry.

HONORING KYLE DOWELL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Kyle Dowell. Kyle
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Kyle has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Kyle has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kyle
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Kyle constructed 15 duck
nest boxes for the Jackson County, Missouri,
Department of Parks and Recreation.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Kyle Dowell for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for
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his efforts put forth in achieving the highest
distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
BRAZOSWOOD BUCCANEERS

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, June
11, 2011, the Brazoswood Buccaneers base-
ball team won the title of Texas 5-A State
Champions at the Dell Diamond in Round
Rock, TX. It is with great pleasure that | ex-
tend my congratulations to the players and
coaches of the Brazoswood Buccaneers base-
ball team on their outstanding victory.

The Brazoswood Buccaneers baseball team
finished the playoffs with an undefeated 12-0
record, which put their season-ending winning
streak at fourteen. Their hard work and dedi-
cation to the sport was rewarded with
Brazoswood'’s third State Championship. Win-
ning this title is not only a major accomplish-
ment for the Buccaneers, but also for Houston
5A baseball. The Buccaneers’ have brought
the championship back to the Greater Houston
area for the first time in three seasons. The
2011 Buccaneers are part of proud tradition in
the Houston area as Houston 5A teams have
won seventeen out of thirty State Champion-
ships.

Mr. Speaker, my grandson Michael Pyeatt is
a member of this team. | am extremely proud
of my grandson and his teammates’ accom-
plishments, and inspired by their steadfast ef-
forts to achieve their goal. It is therefore my
pleasure to once again extend my congratula-
tions to the players and coaches of the
Brazoswood Buccaneers baseball team on the
occasion of being named the Texas State 5-
A Champions.

HONORING HAYDEN WHITE

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Hayden White.
Hayden is a very special young man who has
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship
and leadership by taking an active part in the
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Hayden has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Hayden has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Hay-
den has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Hayden renovated
and constructed extra storage space in the
basement of the Dillingham-Lewis Museum in
Blue Springs, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Hayden White for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2112) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
yvear ending September 30, 2012, and for other
purposes:

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Chair, | am
compelled to rise in strong opposition to H.R.
2112, the Fiscal Year 2012 Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Administration
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for
three reasons.

First, the bill makes drastic and dangerous
cuts to food safety programs and nutrition as-
sistance for women, children, and seniors.

Second, by underfunding  President
Obama’s request by 23 percent, this bill also
makes draconian cuts to necessary conserva-
tion programs that protect our country’s water
supplies and manage critical natural re-
sources.

Third, this substantially reduces funding for
the Commodity Futures Trading Corporation,
the watchdog agency designated by Congress
to protect consumers from Wall Street greed
and predatory conduct.

Madam Chair, the funding reductions in this
bill will adversely affect every American. For
example, the $285 million slashed from the
Food and Drug Administration will be a dev-
astating blow to the agency tasked with ensur-
ing food safety standards. The FDA is our
country’s first and most important line of de-
fense against diseases such as E.coli and Sal-
monella, and with outbreaks of these illnesses
on the rise, this cut endangers everyone in
America.

In my home state of California, agriculture is
a $36.6 billion industry that generates at least
$100 billion in related economic activity. Any
threat to the quality of our produce jeopardizes
the economy of our state and the health of all
who enjoy our products.

Madam Chair, this bill recklessly cuts fund-
ing for the Commodities Futures Trading Com-
mission by 44% below the President’s budget
request. The CFTC was established to imple-
ment Wall Street reforms and is charged with
policing price speculation in commodities, fu-
tures, and derivatives markets. The reduction
in funding obviously is intended to deprive the
CFTC of the resources needed to detect,
deter, and prevent the abusive practices that
culminated in the economic collapse of 2008.
Crippling the CFTC will leave Wall Street
speculators free to drive up the price of oil and
other commodities while making it more dif-
ficult to protect the pension plans of hard
working Americans from the effects of another
economic downturn.

Madam Chair, this bill also hurts our envi-
ronment by cutting $1 billion from conservation
programs. The Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) would be cut $171 million relative
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to its FY 2012 farm bill-mandated level, and if
this bill becomes law the government would
be unable to honor contracts it has already
signed with farmers across the country em-
ploying environmentally sustainable agricul-
tural methods.

The bill also cuts the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) by $350 million.
The bill cuts the Wetlands Reserve Program
(WRP) by 64,200 acres and the Grasslands
Reserve Program (GRP) by 96,000 acres. In
addition, the Farm and Ranch Lands Protec-
tion Program (FRPP) and the Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program (WHIP) would be cut $50
million and $35 million, respectively. The bill
would also cut the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service’s (NRCS) conservation oper-
ations budget by nearly $128 million.

Another troubling aspect of this bill is the re-
duction made to domestic and international
nutrition programs, which hurt the most vulner-
able among us.

The proposed cuts to the Women, Infants,
and Children nutrition program (WIC), the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program
(CSFP), and the Emergency Food Assistance
Program (TEFAP) would see hundreds of
thousands of low-income women, infants, chil-
dren and seniors losing their food aid.

Last year, WIC provided nutritious food,
counseling on healthy eating and health care
referrals for over 9 million women and children
under age five and saved more than 200,000
babies from dying at birth. Proper nutrition
combats low birth weights and improves a
baby’s immune system, saving on healthcare
costs. The Republican-proposed $650 million
cut to the WIC program would deny these
services for up to 350,000 low-income women
and young children for the next year. In Cali-
fornia, 31,800 to 55,700 women and children
would be turned away.

Cuts to the CSFP and TEFAP would hurt
low-income senior citizens who have ex-
tremely limited options when it comes to prop-
er nutrition. There are 52,000 seniors living in
the 37th Congressional District of California,
which | represent, and nearly 15 percent of
them depend on these programs to stay
healthy and avoid hospital visits due to poor
dietary health. For this reason, | offered an
Amendment to H.R. 2112, redirecting $10 mil-
lion to CSFP so senior citizens will not have
to choose between paying for medication and
paying for food.

Finally, H.R. 2112 makes drastic cuts to
international food aid and poverty alleviation
programs. These programs constitute a critical
component of US foreign policy, expressing
humanitarian goodwill to our allies around the
world and promoting a positive image of
America abroad. Given all the President and
Secretary of State have done to improve our
international standing, it makes no sense for
Congress to undo this good work by lessening
its commitment to combat world hunger.

|. disturbs me than in their short-sighted
rush to cut spending, my Republican col-
leagues would take food from the weakest and
the poorest among us while preserving the
Bush-era tax cuts for the super-rich. The
American people do not accept this trade-off.
My constituents in the 37th Congressional Dis-
trict reject this trade-off. | urge my colleagues
to join them and me in voting against this un-
fair and ill-considered legislation.
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
COLONEL KEITH A. LANDRY

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the exemplary service of Colonel
Keith A. Landry. This month, Colonel Landry
will end his tenure as Commander of the Lou-
isville District of the Army Corps of Engineers
after establishing a record of service that has
helped strengthen and protect our community.
While he may be leaving Louisville, his service
and contributions will be visible for decades to
come.

Born in North Carolina and hailing from
Beaufort, South Carolina, Colonel Landry was
commissioned in the Corps of Engineers upon
graduation from the United States Military
Academy at West Point in 1985. From there,
he embarked on a career driven by his dedi-
cation to service and country that has taken
him around the world and back. After com-
pleting combat tours during both Operations
Desert Storm and Iragi Freedom, Colonel
Landry began his command in Louisville in
2008, leading the District’s significant engi-
neering achievements to include over a billion
dollars worth of military construction, the in-
spection of hundreds of miles of levee, and
operation and maintenance of reservoirs,
locks, and dams.

Since arriving in Louisville, Colonel Landry
has worked to ensure that “River City” is not
just our nickname, but a source of pride. His
committed leadership helped shepherd the
McAlpine Locks and Dam expansion project to
completion, ensuring that Louisville would con-
tinue to benefit from the billions of dollars of
cargo transported up and down the Ohio River
year after year. And thanks to his expertise
and guidance, the Ohio River has not had an
unexpected closure to commercial navigation
for more than a day during his command—an
extraordinary feat, given extreme weather and
flooding that we experienced during that time.

Through his 26 years of service to our na-
tion—and counting—Colonel Landry’s work
has not just helped improve our infrastructure
and safeguard our communities, but it has
contributed to our economy and the strength
of our nation. We in Louisville are grateful for
the time he has dedicated to our city, and will
surely miss his expertise, commitment, and
leadership.

| am proud to join all of our community in
thanking him for his outstanding service, dedi-
cation, hard work, and faithfulness to our na-
tion. And | urge all of my colleagues to join me
in wishing the best to a true public servant,
Colonel Keith Landry, and his family in this
next chapter of their lives.

INTRODUCING A RESOLUTION ATU-
THORIZING THE LIMITED USE OF
FORCE IN SUPPORT OF THE
NATO MISSION IN LIBYA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to introduce legislation authorizing the lim-
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ited use of United States forces in support of
the NATO mission in Libya. This resolution is
a companion to a Senate joint resolution intro-
duced today by Senators JOHN KERRY, JOHN
McCAIN, BENJAMIN CARDIN, and RICHARD DUR-
BIN.

Since Libyan dictator Muammar Qaddafi re-
sponded to peaceful demonstrations by attack-
ing Libya’s own citizens, the United States has
been actively engaged with our international
allies in thwarting the ability of the Qaddafi re-
gime to visit violence, murder, and destruction
on the people of Libya. This past February,
the United States imposed economic sanc-
tions on Libya and froze the assets of its lead-
ership, promising to hold Qaddafi, his family,
and the government of Libya accountable for
its human rights abuses. Qaddafi responded
by increasing his assaults on civilians. As Lib-
yan forces approached the city of Benghazi, in
which Qaddafi vowed to show “no mercy” to
opposition forces which had captured the city,
the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 1793, mandating “all necessary
measures” to protect civilians in Libya, imple-
menting a “no-fly zone”, and enforcing an
arms embargo. On March 19, the United
States Armed Forces and our coalition part-
ners launched Operation Odyssey Dawn in an
effort to enforce the Security Council resolu-
tion. That mission has since come under
NATO command and is now called Operation
Unified Protector.

Mr. Speaker, there can be no question that
the United States is engaged in hostilities in
Libya. Our Armed Forces have assisted in
combat operations including providing intel-
ligence, aerial refueling, targeting, and other
aspects of NATO’s daily bombardment of Liby-
an forces loyal to Qaddafi. The President en-
gaged in these hostilities without an authoriza-
tion from Congress, and has anyway exceed-
ed the 60-day War Powers limitation on the
use of force without congressional consent. It
is high time that Congress asserts its authority
and engages proactively with the administra-
tion on this most serious question of war.

But the solution, Mr. Speaker, is not to sim-
ply cut off funds. Instead, Congress must limit
and closely monitor the President's commit-
ment of forces. This resolution authorizes the
use of force in Libya for one year from the
date of enactment, limiting the President’s
ability to engage our Armed Forces indefi-
nitely. This resolution bans the use of ground
forces and requires the President to contin-
ually report to Congress on the progress of
our military operations, the plans to achieve
our stated goals, and the changing situation
on the ground. We must also make an effort
to put Libya’s frozen assets to good use, re-
turning funds to the Libyan people and using
some of that money to offset the cost of
NATQ’s operations.

It is too late to debate whether we should
be involved or not: we already are. What we
must do is ensure that the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches are working in harmony to
maintain a military commitment that is limited
and brief, and that best serves the people of
Libya. | urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

June 21, 2011

DEDICATION OF N.C. VETERANS
PARK

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, today citizens
and communities all across the United States
join together to celebrate our nation’s 235th
birthday. In doing so, we rejoice in the mo-
ment, reflect on the past, and recommit our-
selves to a brighter future for our wonderful
nation.

One very special celebration is taking place
today in Fayetteville, North Carolina, that de-
serves the special recognition of the U.S. Con-
gress—the dedication of the North Carolina
Veterans Park.

Fayetteville, and all of North Carolina, have
a long and historic commitment to the men
and women who have protected our country’s
freedoms. From Cherry Point Air Station to
Charlotte Air National Guard, from Camp
Lejeune to U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Eliza-
beth City, from Fort Bragg and Pope Army Air
Field to New River Air Station and Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, from the Military
Ocean Terminal at Sunny Point to the Oak Is-
land and Wrightsville Beach Coast Guard Sta-
tions, North Carolina has opened its hearts
and hands to support those who have made
so many sacrifices and opportunities for all of
us.

Embracing the military and its veterans have
earned North Carolina the distinction as the
“most military friendly state” and home to one
of the largest percentages of veterans in
America. Ensuring that our veterans’ service
and sacrifice are never forgotten will be the
legacy of the North Carolina Veterans Park.

This multi-dimensional park will capture the
commitment, courage, and country-first atti-
tude that shines through the veterans of our
nation. And in doing so, it will be a legacy that
generations and generations can learn how
the actions of a few saved so many.

| want to share the words of our 16th Presi-
dent, Abraham Lincoln, who once said, “With
malice toward none, with charity for all, with
firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care
for him who shall have borne the battle, and
for his widow and his orphan—to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”

The North Carolina Veterans Park will be
another chapter in our state’s and nation’s ef-
forts to honor those who have served and
lived with great distinction.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, the North Carolina
Veterans Park storyline states:

From the soils of North Carolina,

You left your families and homes

With purpose to serve your country.

You are our veterans.

This is your place to reflect on and

Share your experiences.

To feel pride in your service,

Bond with fellow veterans, and heal.

Here, may you find your support and inspira-
tion

To live your lives today.

The people of North Carolina

Honor your service and welcome you home.
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TRIBUTE TO AL LIPSCOMB

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, June 18, 2011, the
people of Dallas, Texas and the United States
suffered a great loss with the passing of Al
Lipscomb. Al Lipscomb was a strong commu-
nity leader, businessman and a devoted public
servant. He was never afraid of controversy;
he was a true advocate for peace, racial jus-
tice, and social equality. He was 86 years old.

Mr. Lipscomb was born in East Dallas. He
was educated in the Dallas public schools, at-
tending Booker T. Washington High School
and graduating from Lincoln High. He joined
the Army Air Force in California with the mili-
tary police in 1943. He returned to Dallas in
1950, married and became the head waiter in
the executive dining room of the First National
Bank. He was reprimanded by his boss after
going to the courthouse to watch Thurgood
Marshall file a Dallas school desegregation
case.

In 1966, he became a neighborhood orga-
nizer for the Dallas Community Action Agency.
He was also an organizer for the Dallas chap-
ter of Dr. King’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference.

Al Lipscomb is known for filing a
groundbreaking lawsuit that forced Dallas to
elect council members by individual districts.
He served on the city council for 15 years and
was the first black person to run for Dallas
mayor.

In 1972, Mr. Lipscomb opened the South
Dallas Information Center on Pennsylvania Av-
enue, where he handled a constant stream of
phone calls and questions from passersby
seeking assistance. The center was supported
by donations. He also kept a high profile by
making the rounds at public meetings, asking
tough questions, and offering suggestions.

In 1984, he was elected to the City Council
and became a vocal critic of the Dallas Police
Department’s treatment of minorities. And in
the late 1980s, Mr. Lipscomb and Ms. Diane
Ragsdale—the only black members of the
council—drew national media attention and
local death threats. Despite the hostilities to-
ward him, he remained both a critic and a
skeptic of the city he loved. “l see a great
change,” he said. “I see a great change, a
change for the better.”

Al was a man of great commitment. He pro-
vided tremendous support for me as a public
official. | am deeply grateful for his counsel,
support, assistance, and unquestionable trust-
ed friendship.

| remember him as being extremely affable,
charismatic, and passionate about the needs
of community. For all of us he was as one of
the most accessible elected officials, always
available to listen and reach out to us in ad-
dressing complex issues in a hands-on and
collaborative fashion.

Today, Texas’s 30th Congressional District
salutes and honors Al Lipscomb. We thank
Mr. Lipscomb’s wife, Lovie, his children, and
his grandchildren for sharing his exuberant
and compassionate spirit with us. His family
was always supportive and understanding of
his commitment. His fight for justice and
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equality should not, can not, and will not be
forgotten.

—————

HONORING NATHAN CHARLES
DARRAH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Charles
Darrah. Nathan is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 692,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Nathan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Nathan has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has contributed to his community through
his Eagle Scout project. Nathan reclaimed and
built over a mile of hiking trail around Lake
Jacomo in Jackson County, Missouri.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Nathan Charles Darrah for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF LIEUTENANT GEN-
ERAL DONALD C. WURSTER,
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Lieutenant
General Donald C. Wurster upon his retire-
ment from the United States Air Force.

For over 38 years of service to our nation,
Lieutenant General Donald Wurster lived the
core values of Integrity First, Service before
Self, and Excellence in All We Do. On June
24, 2011 General Wurster relinquishes com-
mand of Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand and leaves behind a hallmark of accom-
plishments generated through his leadership
of some of America’s finest men and women.

Since his graduation from the United States
Air Force Academy, he has been a part of
some of the most dynamic changes in
airpower’s history. Along the way, General
Wourster’s vision and leadership helped usher
in some of the most unique warfighting capa-
bilities in the Air Force. From counter-insur-
gency leadership to building aviation programs
that provided national power any time, any
place, his legacy will remain one of steadfast
dedication.

As a tip-of-the-spear helicopter pilot, Gen-
eral Wurster amassed more than 4,000 flying
hours, including assignments in both rescue
and special operations. During his career, he
commanded special operations units at the
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squadron, group, wing, joint task force, sub-
unified command, and finally Air Force major
command level where he led over 16,000 per-
sonnel executing missions across the globe in
support of national interests and objectives.

Throughout his career, his wife Ronda has
been there every step of the way. For over the
three and a half decades, Ronda supported
her husband, their growing family, and the fel-
low men and women who have chosen to
wear the uniform as protectors of our nation’s
freedom. She has been there in times of cele-
bration for graduations, promotions, and unit
gatherings, as well as during the difficult times
when someone has been lost or injured in the
line of duty.

Let it be recognized that in a time of per-
sistent combat and other military operations,
the United States Air Force had the right guy,
in the right place, at the right time. Further-
more, his leadership and framework for suc-
cess has helped build a strong following of tal-
ented warriors ready to protect our nation.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to congratulate Gen-
eral Wurster on his retirement. My wife Vicki
and | wish him and Ronda all the best for con-
tinued success.

———

AGE NOT AN ISSUE FOR
BASEBALL’S JACK McKEON

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, many senior citi-
zens who travel to Florida are doing so to
enjoy the retired life after years of working
while filling their days with hours spent on the
beach. Jack McKeon, from the Sixth District of
North Carolina, crushes this stereotype as he
begins his second term as manager of base-
ball’s Florida Marlins.

McKeon has the full support of his family to
leave his home in the town of Elon to return
to the world of professional baseball, a move
that makes him the second-oldest manager in
history. This calculated return comes with
pressure as McKeon led the Marlins to the
2003 World Series championship. His age is
sometimes criticized, but the 80-year-old

McKeon said, “l look at it this way—why
should experience get penalized? I've man-
aged since | was 14 years old. I'll probably

manage until I'm 95.”

Marlins president of baseball operations,
Larry Beinfest, said, “l's good to see
[McKeon] back. He never really left. We turn
to him to help us at a very difficult time.” The
Florida Marlins seem to be in need of McKeon
after a recent 10-game losing streak and the
resignation of former manager Edwin Rodri-
guez. McKeon is passionate and optimistic
about his return and has high hopes for the
coming season. “l don’t need this job,”
McKeon said, “but | love it.”

From one octogenarian to another, and on
behalf of the citizens of the Sixth District of
North Carolina, we congratulate Jack McKeon
on resuming his duties as manager of the
Florida Marlins and wish him the best of luck
for the remainder of this season and for how-
ever long he wishes to manage. We know that
whenever he retires for good, we are sure that
it will be in the Sixth District of North Carolina.
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A SALUTE TO MAYOR KYLE R.
HASTINGS AND THE RESIDENTS
OF ORLAND HILLS, ILLINOIS ON
THE OCCASION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY CELEBRATION, JUNE
24-26, 2011

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, it is my great privi-
lege to rise today to mark the 50th Anniver-
sary of the founding of the Village of Orland
Hills, lllinois. Orland Hills is nestled in the
southwest corner of Cook County in the 1st
Congressional District. Its growth speaks to
the dynamic and dedicated leaders who have
built Orland Hills with an eye towards the con-
nectedness that is the true definition of com-
munity. At a time when social networking via
technology has increasingly replaced face to
face interaction, the real life network that ex-
ists among the residents of Orland Hills should
be seen as a model for us all.

Originally founded on June 30, 1961 as the
Village of Westhaven, residents held their first
Village Board Meeting on August 3, 1961. A
president, Raymond Pecor, was elected.
Shortly afterwards, the village annexed 10
acres at the southeast corner of 167th Street
and 94th Avenue. A Zoning Commission was
formed and a Planning Commission was ap-
pointed to prepare a zoning ordinance and a
zoning district map. Over the years, as the vil-
lage’s population continued to grow, annex-
ations of adjacent land took Westhaven south
to 171st Street. In 1970, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau set the population at 470. Today the
name is Orland Hills and the population is
more than 7,000 and growing. During difficult
economic times, village leaders found a way
to build roads, schools, churches, shopping
centers and beautiful homes. Racial and eth-
nic diversity occurred on its own as people
found themselves feeling welcomed, accepted
and at home with others who shared the
American dream of building community
through determination and hard work.

As the village continued to grow its reputa-
tion as a family friendly community with mod-
est to low property taxes also grew. The vil-
lage began to celebrate itself. In 1993 the first
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Orland Hills Jamboree became a success.
That same vyear, it's fair to say another very
important event took place. A man who, over
the years has grown to be a very dear friend
of mine, Kyle R. Hastings, was elected to
serve as the Mayor of Orland Hills.

As history would have it, 1993 was also the
year | was first sworn in as the U.S. Rep-
resentative for lllinois’ First Congressional Dis-
trict. And, while there are many things | could
say to describe the leadership that Mayor
Hastings has brought to this thriving commu-
nity his own words best describe his dedica-
tion to public service. In an interview he gave
to the Chicago Tribune in May 2004 Mayor
Hastings said “I'm like the DePaul Basketball
Coach Ray Meyer of mayors. If someone
needs something, I'm there to help ’em, and
we’re always winning.”

In that same story, the newspaper reported
that under Mayor Hastings’ leadership, the vil-
lage had balanced its budget for 10 consecu-
tive years. It built lighted ballfields, greatly ex-
panded its recreational programs and resur-
faced about half its streets. Orland Hills also
spent more than $4.5 million building a village
government complex, a public works facility
and a recreation/senior center without issuing
bonds or increasing property taxes. The report
also noted Hastings’ ability to attract a Wal-
Mart and other small businesses to a strip
mall, a decision that, today, continues to bring
tax revenue and jobs into the Orland Hills
community.

Mr. Speaker, | must also take a moment to
highlight the Village’s Administrator, John A.
Daly, whose effective leadership played a de-
cisive role in securing a $6,000 Local Tourism
Grant from the Chicago Southland Convention
& Visitors Bureau.

Mr. Speaker, for all these reasons and
more, it is my sincere honor to enter into the
Congressional Record this heartfelt tribute to
the residents of Orland Hills, their Honorable
Mayor Kyle R. Hastings, the trustees and ap-
pointed leadership of Administrator John A.
Daly, and the Chairman of the 50th Anniver-
sary Committee, an Orland Hills Trustee and
the Mayor’'s son, Kyle R. Hastings Il. | also
want to pay tribute to the thousands of Orland
Hills residents who spend significant social
capital every day to make their village a true
social network . . . a real place to live and
work and raise families.
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At a time when so much of our nation is
beset with tough budgets or less than stellar
policy and political leaders, the Village of
Orland Hills has much to celebrate. | am
deeply proud to serve the interests of this
thriving community and | pray for the good
health and prosperity of its citizens—and good
weather this weekend—as thousand assemble
to take part in a festive atmosphere of family,
food and fun from June 24 through 26, at
Kelly Park at 16675 S. Haven Avenue in
Orland Hills. It will be a true American celebra-
tion, not of bricks and mortar but of the power
of people and the spirit of sharing that makes
our nation great and makes Orland Hills a
place of pride for us all.

May God continue to bless and keep this
community, the state of lllinois and our nation.
Amen.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS TO HELP
THE UNEMPLOYED

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 21, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, today | am intro-
ducing two pieces of legislation to help the in-
creasing number of Americans who, because
of the Government-created recession, have
lost their jobs. The first piece of legislation, the
Unemployed Tax Relief, makes a laid-off
worker’s last paycheck tax free.

The second bill, the Unemployment Assist-
ance Act, allows the unemployed to make
penalty-free withdrawals from accounts such
as Roth IRAs or 401(k)s, to cover routine liv-
ing expenses, health care expenses, or to
help pay for education and job training. Those
who make these penalty-free withdrawals
while unemployed will be able to replenish
their accounts once they have started a new
job.

Mr. Speaker, while we may disagree on the
best solutions to the economic crisis gripping
the Nation, | hope my colleagues will at least
agree on these common-sense measures and
cosponsor the Unemployed Tax Relief Act and
the Unemployment Assistance Act.
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